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| 
Mr. BAYLY. Then my friend from South | 
Carolina withdraws his motion. ; 
Mr. ORR. I do, but with that understanding. 
The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays on the | 
amendment can only be dispensed with by unani- | 
as consent, the House having voted that the | 
auestion shall be taken by yeas and nays. If | 
tere be no objection, the order for the yeas and 


s can be withdrawn. 


nay - P 
“CAMPBELL. I object. | 
Mr PECK. I object. My colleague [Mr. | 


Wa.sn] has power to withdraw his amendment. 
Mr. LETCHER. I renew the motion to ad-— 
‘ourn, and [ ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ORR. 1 move that when this House ad- || 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday next; and | 
upon that motion I demand the yeas and nays. 
Mr. BAYLY. Will my friend withdraw that || 
mr ORR. I will, to enable the gentleman to || 
submit a motion to which, I presume, the friends 
of the bill will agree. ; 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the yeas and nays were ordered on the 
amendment. a a : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. That motion is not in order. | 

The SPEAKER. It is a course of proceeding 
that the Chair has never witnessed upon this floor. | 
It is not competent for a majority of the House to | 
control the thirty members whe ordered the vote | 
to be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose, that if | 
one fifth of the members present did not vote 
against the reconsideration, the order could be || 
reversed. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair knows of no such || 
case whatever. 

Mr. BANKS. If the Chair will allow me, I || 
will state that | think there are precedents in the || 
practice of the House in past years, where an || 
order for the yeas and nays has been reconsidered; | 
the Speaker decided that a majority could recon- | 
sider that vote, and the question immediately || 
recurring upon ordering the yeas and nays, if one || 
fifth of those present did not vote for it, then the | 
yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER. It is clearly not in the power || 
of a majority of the House to control the thirty || 
members who ordered the yeas and nays. 

Mr.BAYLY. I have temporarily fallen into | 
anerror. The Speaker has decided right, and I | 
withdraw the motion to reconsider. || 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I have not participated || 
in tke discussion which has taken place in rela- || 
tion to this bill. I am opposed to the bill, and || 
voted against it; but I cannot vote for the amend- || 
ment proposed to the title. A clear majority has 
passed the bill, and [ am quite willing to leave | 
the matter there. 

Many Memsers. That is right. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD. [ hope that the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. CampBeELL,]} who objected to the 
withdrawal of the yeas and nays, will withdraw | 

that objection, and allow us to vote down the | 
amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. ORR. Then [ renew my motion that, 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday next, and upon it I demand the yeas and 


| 





nays. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to a point of order. The | 
House having previously determined to devote | 
Monday to the consideration of territorial busi- 
ness, I hold that is nct competent to entertain a | 
motion in contravention with that order. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the | 
point of order, being unable to agree with the | 
gentleman from Ohio in that proposition. | 


| 


The yeas and nays were not ordered on Mr. 
Orr’s motion. 


_The qoestion wasthen taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 


_ The question recurred on Mr. Letcuer’s mo- 
tion, on which the yeas and nays had been or- | 


dered; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 


32, nays 120. 
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So the House refused to adjourn. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


New Senigs....No. Q8. > 


] ced, and Maria Francisca Williams, praying that 


The question then recurred on Mr. Watsu’s || the tract of land known as Rancho Santa Anna 
amendment, on which the yeas and nays had been || del Chino, about which there was a diversity of 


ordered. 


|| opinion in the board appointed to settle private 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Task the gentleman || land claims in California, may be confirmed to 
from New York to withdraw his amendment; he || said minor children without regard to the two 


has had his fun, and | hope he will now withdraw || years’ limitation; which was referred to the Com- 


it. 

Mr. WALSH. When I offered that amend- 
ment, I supposed there would have been no 

Mr. EDGERTON, (interrupting.) I object to 
the gentleman’s withdrawing his amendment. 
is before the House, and must be voted on. 

Mr. WALSH. 
why I offered it? 

The SPEAKER. The main question having 
been ordered to be put, no debate is in order. 

[Cries of ** Question!’’ ** Question!’’) _ 

The question was taken, and it was decided in | 
the negative—yeas 1, nays 120; as follows: 

YEAS—Mr. Walsh—1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Benson, Biiss, Bridmes, | 
Bristow, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, 
Chandler, Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, Dawsgn, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson. Dis- 
ney, Dunbar, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Giddings, Goodrich, Goodwin, Greenwood, Aaron 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hen Hill- 
yer, Houston, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, J. Glaney 
Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Lamb, Lindsley, 
Lyon, McCulloch, Macdonald, McDougall, McQueen, 
Mace, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, M&ay, Middleswarth, 
Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Packer, 
Peck, Pennington, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Ready, 
Reese, Riddle, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Sey- 
mour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Wilham R. 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. 





| Stevens, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Teller, Thurs- 


ton, Trout, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 


| worth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Yates and Zollicofier—12v. 


So the amendment of the gentleman from New | 
York was not agreed to. 


Mr. WALSH. I rise to a privileged question; 
[ move that the vote which has been just taken 
be reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
do lie on thetable. {Laughter.} 

Mr. BAYLY. 
Speaker. 


Can I not explain the reason 


I have no objection to that, Mr. || 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will remem- | 
ber that under the rule, a member voting in the || expressed; that it recites the distress that [ 


majority can alone move to reconsider. 


ter. ] 
The title of the bill was then agreed to without 
amendment. 


{Laugh- | 


mittee on Private Land Claims. 
Also, the petition of William Leonard, praying 
| indemnification for depredations coinenleted by the 
Pawnee Indians, on his cattle, while being driven 


It || from the Atlantic States to California; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Roger B, Ironside, praying 

| compensation for medical attendance on the Shasta 
Indians in California, under the authority of the 


1 United States agent for those Indians; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


UNEMPLOYED WORKINGMEN. 


Mr.SEWARD. It cannot be unknown by the 
| Senate, that the present winter is marked by 
| extreme depression of enterprise in every depart- 
| ment of mechanical and manufacturing industry 
| in the country, and that the result of this general 
| depression is a peculiar and unlooked for inactivity 
| in the city of New York. During two or three 

weeks which I spent there in the season of the 
| holidays, the customary festivities of the city 
| were saddened by assemblages of unemployed 
| mechanics and workingmen in the Park; and my 
| walks at night brought me sometimes in contact 
| with persons of the same class, soliciting relief, 
which their honest pride forbade them to ask by 
daylight. Two things are remarked on this sub- 
| ject, by most candid persons. First, that there 
| was nothing fictitious in the statements of the dis- 
tress that had thus fallen on an industrious class 
of the population; and, second, that their conduct 
was, in the main, not unworthy of themselves as 
American citizens, in an emergency so painful. 

A very respectable committee have waited upon 
| me and requested me te present to the’ Senate, a 
| memorial of these impoverished mechanics and 
| workingmen, with which request I am now to 
comply. I will not detain the Senate by detailing 
minutely the contents of this petition. I will re- 
mark only, that it is temperately and becomingly 





have described, and traces it to causes which, in 


|| the judgment of the memorialists, were adequate 


to such effects; and that, in regard to the form of 





|| relief, the memorialists have decided to ask Con- 


Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote || gress for the passage of a homestead bill, with 
by which the title of the bill was adopted, and, || such additional legislation as will, in their judg- 
also, moved that the motion to reconsider be laid || ment, be unexpensive to the Government, while it 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. || willenable the unemployed workmen to move to 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House do || and enter into the occupation and cultivation of 


now adjourn. 


The question was taken; and the motion was || 


agreed to. 
The House thereupon, at four o’clock, p. m., 
adjousned till Monday, at twelve o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 29, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| homesteads on the public domain, 

I commend the subject to the careful considera- 
tion of the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
1 move the reference of the memorial. 

The motion was agreed to. 


|| Mr, BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 


Senate a report of the Secretary of State, commu- | 


ricating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, a report of Professor E. N. Horsford upon 
an analysis of a new variety cf guano in accord- 
ancé with instructions from Hon. William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State, in which the Profes- 
sor states that the new variety contains 15.59 per 
cent, of ammonia, and that it may safely be said 
to be on a par with the best average samples of 
Peruvian, and greatly superior to many. The 
report was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. GWIN presented the petition of J. Wil- 

liams, on behalf of his minor children, Maria Mer- 


| the heirs of Richard H. Kern, deceased, an assiac- 
ant engineer in the Topographical Bureau, who 
was massacred by the Indians while attached to 
the surveying expedition under Captain Gunni- 
| gon, praying to be allowed his pay from the time 
of his death to the return of the expedition, and 
the expenses incurred by him in preparing to join 
the same; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of John 
Roony and others, invalid pensioners, praying an 


| increase of the amoun: allowed to invalids who , 


| were injured in the war with Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
| Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 
| Charles W. Dennison, late United States consul 
for British Guinea, praying the reimbursement of 
expenses incurred by him in procuring informa- 
|tion and collections in agriculture, commerce, 
mechanics, and science, in South America, for the 
|| Patent Office, under directions of the Department 
| of State; which was referred to the Committee on 
} Patents and the Patent Office. 
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Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of || ted an adverse réport thereon; which was ordered 


THE C 








Robert Morton, legal representative of one of the | to be printed. 
children of Abigail Morton, deceased, praying | 


that the pension allowed her as the widow of a 
revolutionary. officer may be paid to her children; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, submitted an additional 
documentin relation to the claim of John S. Dev- 
lin, for pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ordered, That Barton Ricketson have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 


- On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of John 8. Devlin, together 


the same, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, who were instructed, by a resolution of | 


the Senate, to inquire into the subject, reported 
a bill to compensate Lieutenant Matthew F. 


Maury, United States Navy, for his wind and || 


current charts and sailing directions; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 
submitted a report on the subject; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 





He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
| were referred the following petitions, &c., asked to || 

be discharged from their further consideration; || 
| which was agreed to: 
Petition of W. H. Kennon, praying to be allowed | 


the difference of pay between that of a purser on 
board of a sloop and on board of a frigate, for the 


| time he acted as purser on the steam frigate Mis- 


sissippi. 
Message from the President of the United States, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution of 


|| Professor Espy. 


! 


Resolutions of the Legislature of Maine, in favor 


of the abolition of the spirit rations in the United | 


| States Navy. 
with the adverse report of the Committee on Pensions on | 


Petition of watchmen of the Navy Department, 


| praying to be allowed compensation for extra 
|| services, 


Petition of Henry Ruggles of Brooklyn, New 


| York, praying that authority be given to the proper 


He also || 


|| 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on | 


petitions for allowance of pensions, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration, as the 
cases were provided for in a general bill reported 
by the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. Cray,] and 
which, he said, would be taken up in a day or two: 
Petition of Mrs. J. Josephine McClelland; 
Petition of Mrs. Mary A. M. Jones; 
Petition of Mrs. Irene G. Scarritt; and the 
Petition of Mrs. Frances W. Webster. 
He also, from the same Committee, to whom 


were referred documents in support of the claim of | 


Hiram Seat to a pension, for services as a team- 


Department to exchange waste land belonging to 
the Government, at Brooklyn, for land of the pe- 
titioner adjoining the navy-yard at Brooklyn. 


EXPEDITION TO THE NORTH PACIFIC. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of ghe Navy be requested 
Pensions, to whom were referred the following | to communicate to the Senate, copies of all reports or cor- | 


respondence of Commander Ringgold, commanding the ex- 
pedition to the North Pacific ocean, together with the maps, 


| charts, and drawings of any surveys made during his 
| voyage, with the hydrographic reports and sailing directions 


accompanying them, to be printed, together with five thou- 
sand additional copies for the use of the Senate, and that 


that, if the Senate shall have finally adjourned before the 


report of the said Secretary, in answer to this resolution | 
shall have been received, the said report shall be sent tothe | 
Secretary of the Senate, to be printed, and sent as above, | 


| to the members of the Senate and the officer above named. 


ster in the war with Mexico, submitted an adverse | 
| 


report; which was ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Levi C. Harris, pray- | 
ing to be allowed a pension, submitted a report, | 


accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 
was ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill of the House of Represent- | 


atives, for the relief of Mrs. Anna W. Angus, 
widow of the late Captain Angus, United States 
Navy, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionery Claims, to whom was referred the bill of 
the House of Representatives for the relief of the 
widow and children of Ezra Chapman, deceased, 
reported it back without amendment. He also 
submitted a report theron; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


The report | 





He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill of the House of Representa- | American citizens for spoliations committed by 
tives for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant An- || the French prior to the 3lst day of July, 1801. 
drew Finley, reported it back without amendment. | 
He also submitted a report on the subject; which | tions of the Senate: 
i| 
He also, from the same committee, to whom || commanded by Passed Assistant Surgeon E. K. 


was ordered to be printed. 


was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of Nathaniel Reddick, 
administrator of Richard Taylor, deceased, re- 
ported it back without amendment. He also sub- 
mitted a report on the subject; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Mrs. 
Jane A. Brower, widow of Charles B. Brower, 


late a lieutenant in the United States Army, who | 


died of a disease contracted in the Mexican war, 


report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the petition of Myles T. Woolley, 
and additional documents, praying a pension, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af- | 


fairs, to whom was referred a communication of 


the Secretary of the Navy on the subject of intro- | 
ducing submarine armors into the Navy, submit- | 





And that five hundred copies of Commodore Perry’s report 
heretofore ordered to be printed, be for the Navy Depart- 
ment. 


NAVAL ASTRONOMICAL EXPEDITION. 


Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed five thousand additional || 
copies of the ** Report of the United States Naval Astron- || 


omical Expedition to Chili,’? and that two hundred and 
fifty of said copies be allotted to the use of Lieutenant J. 
M. Gillis. 


THE LATE TEXAS NAVY. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill to provide for the 


surviving officers of the late Texas navy, and, on | 


the motion of Mr. WELLER, it was recommitted 


|| to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of 


| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 


nouncing that they had —_ a bill to provide 
for the ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of 


Also, that they had passed the following resolu- 
Resolution respecting the Arctic expedition 


Kane. 

Resolution relative to the construction of the 
laws for the allowance of additional compensation 
to the clerks in the Census Bureau. 


FEES OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported a ‘bill to extend to the Terri- 
tories generally, the laws regulating the fees and 
compensation of officers, and the suitors of the 


‘| United States courts in Oregon;’’ which was read 
while in the line of his duty, submitted an adverse | " 


and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | ask for the present consid- 
eration of the bill, and I will explain its purpose. 
About two years ago, we passed a fee bill for the 
United States courts, which, as | supposed, ap- 

lied to all the States and Territories; but it has 
een construed, at the Treasury Department, to 
apply only to the States and to the Territory of 
Oregon. This bill is to declare that it shall have 
the same effect in the other Territories as in the 
Territory of Oregon. Under the law, the clerk is 


| 
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| 
|; sum. 


no objection to it. The reason why | as 
_ consideration now, is, that to-day, 
and the next day, are territorial days 


_ be acted on there this year. 
| the Senate, the fourth meteorological report of | 


|| reading, read a third time, an 


/as in Committee of the Whole. 


_ the United States, and for other purposes,’ 
_ similar officers in all the Territories of the U 














January 29, 
eutitled to $500, unless his fees ae ee 
they amount to that, he 
the United States. This is simply to one) 00 
provision to the new Territories, so that. if the 
fees of the clerks do not amount to «700 
shall be made up to it, the same as in the ey 
It is now construed to apply to the States ates, 


Territory of Oregon. I presume there = = 


K for ity 
to-morrow 
in the other 
OW it cannot 


The bill was read a second time and 


nt to thas 


House, and unless it be considered n 


Considered 


It pro 
extend the provisions and principles & Sean at 


February 26, 1853, entitled, ‘‘an act to regulate 
the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals 
and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of 


to all 
Nited 


States, and that the same fees and compensation 


authorized by the act in the Territory of 0 

be allowed in each of the other Territories 
similar officers. The act is to have effect from 
and after the date of the approval of the act of 


| February 26, 1853. 


The bill was reported to the Senate withoy 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
passed. 
SECRETARY OF MINNESOTA, 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam also directed by theCom. 
mittee on Territories to report a joint resolution 
for the relief of the Secretary of the Territory of 
Minnesota, and I ask that it may be considered 
now, for the same reason, viz. that to-day and the 


|| two following days have b 
five hundred such copies be delivered to that officer ; also, | g y Fee Oe aps Ge the 


House for territorial business. 

The joint resolution was read twice by unani- 
imous consent, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. Its object is to require the account. 
ing officers of the United States Treasury to allow 
to the Secretary of the Territory a credit for $585, 


| in the settlement of his account, that being the 
| amount of an account paid by him for collating, 
noting, indexing, and superintending the publica. 


tion of the laws of the Territory, for the years 
1849, 1851, 1852, and 1853; and for indexing, and, 
in part, reporting the decisions of the supreme 
court of the Territory for 1850 and 1851, agreeably 
to the provision of a joint resolution of the Legis- 
lature, passed in March, 1853. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Secretary was directed 
by the Territorial Legislature to have that work 


done, and it wasdoneaccordingly. Doubts, were, 


however, entertained at the Treasury Department 
as to whether that was in strict conformity with 
the organic iaw of the Territory. That it isa 
case of merit there is no doubt, I believe. I hope 
it may be passed now. 

The joint resolution was, reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EFFICIENCY OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. MALLORY. By direction of the Com- . 


mittee on Naval Affairs, I report a bill to promote 
the efficiency of the Navy. In doing so, Mr. 
President, | desire to say to the Senate that the 
Committees on Naval Affairs of the two Houses 
have despaired of obtaining congressional action 
upon those general reforms which have been 
recommended by the Secretary of the Navy; and 
they have called upon him to suggest a single re- 
form, which lies at the basis of all others. He 
has done it; and the bill, as now reported, is, in 
fact, the bill of the Navy Department, concurred 
in by the committees of the two Houses. It em- 
braces but a single feature, and involves no addi- 
tional expenditure of money for naval defense. | 
desire to give notice to the Senate, without having 
the bill made the special order for any particular 
day, that I shall call it up at the very earliest 
moment, deeming it of very great importance for 
the efficiency of the naval service. 

The bill was read a first time, and ordered to 4 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 

BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire now to make the 
motion, of which | gave notice en Friday, to re 
consider the vote on the engrosement of the bill 
for the relief of the claimants of the private arm 








VEE COU 








Ot 


to 


BM sf en Haire orl ile A: 


een 


1853. 


a | Armstrong; and, also, on the amend- 

- Gerered by the Senator from California. : 
me PRESIDENT. The first question will 
be on taking up the bill for the purpose of ena- 
bling the Senator to make the motion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand I have the 
right to submit the motion, and let it lie on the 
tavle for action hereafter. : 

Mr. BADGER. The usual course is to enter 

on. 
tothe PR ESIDENT. That will be done. 


PUBLICATION OF DEBATES. 


Mr. BADGER. I submitted, at the last ses- | 
an a resolution for the purpose of paying the 
editors of the National Intelligencer for the pub- | 
Sale I was obliged, in consequence of ill | 
health, to leave here before the adjournment last | 
session, and I have had no opportunity of calling | 
the attention of the Senate to it until now. I ask 
that the resolution, which I have modified, be 
taken up, read, and disposed of. I hope there | 
will be no objection to gratifying me in this. It | 
js not long that I shall have the opportunity of 
asking any favors from the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator consent to 
lay it aside if it — ee If he will, 1 

ject to taking it up. 
shal oe A OGER. If t is no disposed of when 
the hour fixed for ae order arrives, I will, 

. onsent to let it go over. 
fhe Senate proceeded ‘e consider the resolu- 


u 


} 


on. ; 
As modified, it is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay, from the | 
contingent fund of the Senate, to the proprietors of the 
Union, National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publishing 
the debates and proceedings of the Senate for the last and 
present Congress at the rate of $4 50 per column: Pro- 
vided, That neither of said journals which may have already 
been paid for any portion of the above service, shall be 
again paid for the same. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I can see no necessity 


for adopting that resolution. We might, withthe || 
same propriety, extend it tothe New York Herald, || 


and all the other papers in the country which pub- 
lish reports of our debates. We have a corps of 
reporters. All our debates are published in the 
Globe, and sent to the world under the sanction of | 
the Senate, and it seems to me strange that we 
should now take a wider range, and include all the 
press in this city. I will inquire of my honor- 
able friend from North Carolina, if the resolution 
embraces the reports of last session? 

Mr. BADGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. If I am not mistaken, 
there was a proposition of that kind made at the 
close of the last session, and voted down by this 
body. Now, sir, what great object can be accom- 
plished by the adoption of such a resolution? A 
very large expenditure would evidently accrue to | 
the Government by paying for the publishing of 
the debates in those papers. The debates are open 
to the press throughout the country; and many of 
the leading presses have published them. But 
what can we accomplish by this resolution? We 
have all our debates in an authentic form, under 
the sanction of the Senate, sent to us, as I before 
remarked, by the able reporter whose compensa- | 
tion we have increased for the express purpose of | 
excluding all other papers. A much heavier ex- | 
penditure is embraced in that resolution than 
would seem to strike the Senate; and we ought | 
not, in this hurried manner, to attempt to give so | 
wide a range to the press of this city, for youmay, | 
with as much propriety, include all the presses | 
throughout the country. If it would tend to en- | 
lighten the public mind, if there was an practical | 
result to be accomplished by it, | should not | 
oppose it; but I call upon the Senate to scrutinize | 
the resolution before they agree to pay from the 
Treasury such a vast amount of money as will be 
paid if we include the papers which are embraced 
init. {dislike to oppose anything proposed by 
my honorable friend; but looking at the public in- 
terest, and standing in the relation which I do to 
the Committee on Printing, to which the resolu- 
tion has not been referred, I must object to it— 

especially after the proposition has once been re- 
Jecied by the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. I am not going to enter intoa 
debate on this subject. {wish to say but a few 
words. This proposition is not suddenly sprung 
upon the Senate. It has been long upon the table 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| —ever since the middle of last session; but, as | | 


'| compelled a 


. | not then an opportunity to call it up. 
f certain reports of proceedings of the || P Pp 


|| to say that, like the Senator from North Carolina, 


|| We pay a very large sum to 


| tracts with us for the reporting of our proceedings; || 


|| Must cease to report our proceedings, on the 
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Mr. ADAMS. I should prefer that the vote 
should not be taken on the resolution this morn- 
ing. I know that the Senator from Georgia, who 
is absent, (Mr. Toomns,} is very decidedly op- 
posed to it; if he were here, he could give his = 


| have enw explained, in consequence of my 
sence from the Senate towards the 
| close of the session, caused by ill health, | had no 
| opportunity of calling it up. The Senator asks, 
| why dothis? The debates are now reported fully | jections, which, it seems to me, from a conversation 
| and ably. So they are, sir; but the object of this | have had with him, would be conclusive to every 

is to pay those who have put the debates, so fully | one. What is the consideration for voting the 
and so ably reported, into the widest circulation || sum of thirty or fifty thousand which is proposed 
| through the country. Thatis all. Weall know | to be given tothose papers? They printa portion, 
that the Daily Globe is not taken extensively or all, of the guocesings of this body, and of the 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I desire to ask my 


other House, as they may think proper. They 
rene if that resolution was not disposed of at the | publish such speeches as suit their taste, or as 
ast session ? 


they think will increase their own circulation. | 
Mr. BADGER. It was on thetable; but I had | ask you, sir, if almost every other paper in the 
United States does not perform the same service to 
the country? Have they not, then, just as much 
| claim to the consideration of Congress for a pen- 
sion? It would certainly be nothing else than a 
pension—a pension of ten thousand dollars to each 
of these papers, for, if you make the calculation, 
you will find that it will amount to that, or even 
toa greater sum. Other papers throughout the 
country, obtain this information at much greater 
cost than they do, and publish it to as large, and 
| some of them, perhaps, to a much larger number 
of readers. Why is it then, that these papers, 
simply because they happen to be located in the 
city of Washington, should have this preference 
over other papers which render precisely the same 
service to the country—if, indeed, it be a service. 
I can see no propriety init. They have no con- 
tract with the Government. There is no obliga- 
tion, either express or implied, that the Govern- 
ment shall pay for publishing such information as 
will promote their circulation. They keep no re- 
porters, or if they do, itis unnecessary. We pay 
the best reporters in the world—the reporters for 
the Globe—to furnish all the information con- 
| tained in those papers; and they have nothing to 
do but to extract it, and publish it immediately, as 
other papers in the country do. If there be any 
other reason for it, except that it is a gratuity, [ 
have been unable to see it; | have heard no man 
suggest it. 

I know that it is an unpleasant duty to oppose 
| @ proposition of this sort. These are the prin- 
| cipal papers of the District of Columbia. Their 

conductors are conversant with the labors of the 
members of this body, and of the other House; 
,and they can give a man character at home for 
usefulness, or a want of usefulness here. With 
many, therefore, it is an ungracious task to vote 





Mr. FITZPATRICK. There was a resolu- 
tion of a similar character voted on and rejected. 

Mr. BADGER. It was a different resolution. 

Mr.CLAYTON. Mr. President, I only wish 


| but for indisposition at the close of the last ses- || 
sion, | should have moved to take up that resolu- | 
tion in his absence. I hope it will now be agreed 


to. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I do not think this 
resolution should be agreed to. I do not think 
the papers mentioned in it have any claim what- 
ever upon the Senate, for the publication of the 
debates of this body which they have published. 
It is known that have gone to most extraor- 
| dinary expense for the publicatien of the reports 

of our proceedings, a that that expense has 
increased enormously, and at no time was it 
increased to a greater extent than during the last 
session. The proposition amounts to this: We 
| pay a corps of reporters a given amount,and give 
| them extra compensation for reporting the debates. 
Saba C. Rives, for 

| we have doubled, and more than quadrupled, the 
| number of Globes which we take. Now, sir, the 
| papers mentioned in the resolution have published 
a synopsis of the debates for their own purposes, 
to increase their own circulation, and to add to 
their profits. Two of them, formerly, had con- 








| but, after some time, they informed us that they 


ground that the prices were inadequate. They 
have, however, for their own private purposes, 
furnished to their readers a synopsis of the re- | 
ports, and probably, on some occasions, some 
particular debates, and now the proposition is to ert 
pay them forthat. They have, in my opinion, | against giving them ten thousand dollars for the 
no sort of claim to any such compensation; and I || puffing of one, and the detraction of another. 
hope the Senate will not award it. || Yet there is an obligation resting upon every Sen- 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. The question of pub- | ator to perform his duty to the country; and why 
lishing the debates was very elaborately discussed you should tax the people these thirty or fifty 
at the last session of Congress. It underwent a thousand dollars to grant a gratuity to these pa- 
| very rigid scrutiny before the Committee on Print- | pers, | am unable to see. I have heard no reason 
Ing on a memorial from the gentleman who pub- assigned for it—I can see none for it—and I there- 
lishes the Globe. At that time each Senator was fore move that the resolution lie upon the table. 
entitled to twelve copies of the Congressional Globe Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senator will let us 
and Appendix. Itis within the recollection ofevery | vote on the resolution. It will take less time. 
gentleman who hears me speak, that this body Mr. Apams’s motion was agreed to—ayes 22, 
was occupied for two or three days—perhaps two || noes 16. 
days exclusively engaged—in the discussion of | 
the question as to the increased compensation to 
the publisher of the Globe. It is also in the recol- 
lection of Senators that the increase did not receive | now take up the bounty land bill, and dispose of 
my sanction, though I was entirely willing to | it. I think it will not occupy twenty minutes. 
agree with the committee in awarding him a rea- | | am sure the Senate is ready to vote on the mo- 
sonable compensation, by subscribing for an ad- | tion made by the Senator from California, (Mr. 
ditional number of Globes; but, instead of receiv- | Wetter,) to reconsider the amendment offered 
ing twenty-four copies, the Senate determined that | by the Senator from North Carolina, {Mr. Bap- 
each Senator should receive about ninety copies. | G&Rr.] All the athendments have been offered, 
Mr. BADGER. Ninety-three. and there is but one vote to be taken. The bill 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Ninety-three to each | has been long before the Senate, and I think that 
Senator. That, according to my understanding, we are prepared to vote upon it this morning. 
settled the question, and confined the paid publica- Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
tion exclusively to our own reporter; yet, now,as | says that, i* his bill be taken up, it will be dis- 
the Senator from lowa says, after those papers | posed of without debate, or, at most, in twenty 
have published such portions of the proceedings minutes. Mr. President, our experience has 
of this body as they deemed calculated to interest taught us that the Senator’s twenty minutes a 
their readers, and obtain for those papers an in- _ be like Senatorial speeches of ‘* one word,’’ whic 
creased circulation, we are called upon to pay | run to one hour. If I thought this bill could be 
them. Mr. President, it involves a heavy ex- disposed of in four hours, | would not interpose; 
penditure of the public money; and for the pur- but we have heard the same thing before from 
pose of avoiding an expenditure which [ believe | the Senator, in good faith, too; but when it ig 
| to be unnecessary, I ask the Senate not to give | taken up, Senators must express their views, and 
this resolution its sanction. I call forthe yeasand | offer their amendments. 1! hope the Senator will 
| Nays upon its adoption, that we may see who are | let us dispose of the Army appropriation bill, 
= to ald such an expense to the Treasury. | which is the unfinished business of Thursday. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. i| Mr. CLAYTON. I ask for the yeas and nays 





BOUNTY LAND BILL. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope the Senate will 
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on the motion of the Senator from Pennsylaania | Mr. CLAYTON. I ask for the printing of the | 


to take up the bounty land bill. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
I will suggest to my friend from Pennsylvania, 
that we can probably dispose of the Army appro- 
priation bill to-day or to-morrow, if he will let us 
goon with itnow. It was the unfinished business 
when we adjourned on Thursday, and, therefore, 
it comes up first in order to-day. The Senator 
from Texas (Mr. Hovusron] has the floor, and I 
hope we shall proceed with it. 
r. BRODHEAD. If I believed the consider- 


ation of the bounty land bill would take over half || 


an hour, or an hour, | would yield to the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia; but I feel cer- 
tain that, in view of the pressure of business upon 
the Senate, Senators are ready to vote without 
speaking further upon it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I feel very desirous to have 
a vote upon the bounty land bill; but we are now 
in the middle of the consideration of the Army 


efore the question is taken, | 


appropriation bill, and I certainly cannot consent | 


to take up the bounty land bill until that be dis- 
posed of. 
proceed with the Army appropriation bill, and 
finish it to-day; which | think we shall be able 
to do. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 24; as follows: 


I hope the Senator will permit us to | 


¥YFAS—Meersrs. Badger, Bell, Brainerd, Brodhead, But- | 


ler, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Fessenden, Foot, Louston, 
Jones of Tennessee, Peuit, Pratt, Reid, Rockwell, Seward, 
Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, 
Wade, Wells, and Wright—-23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Bright, Chase, 


Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Dougias, Evans, | 
Fiizpatriek, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, James, Jones of | 


Lowa, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Swart, Toucey, 
and Weller—24. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS——FRENCH SPOLIATION 
BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now move to postpone the 
prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the 
Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I shall cer- 
tainly interpose no objection to taking up, at the 
earliest possible moment, the bill referred to by 
the honorable Senator from Virginia; but a bill of 

reat importance has just been returned from the 

louse of Representatives, with two amendments, 
the consideration of which, probably, will not 
occupy the attention of the Senate for ten minutes, 
it being the general disposition, so far as I under- 
stand the views of the Senate on the subject, to 
acquiesce in the amendments of the House. I 
refer to the bill which has been pending before 
Congress for more than fifty years, to indemnify 
the claimants for the spoliations committed by 
France, prior to the year 1800. Now, if my 
friend from Virginia will yield for a few minutes, 
we shall relieve those who have been suffering for 
want of this justice for fifty years. I trust he will 
consent to let that bill be taken up, for { think it 
can be disposed of without debate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator from Del- 
aware will allow it to lie over until to-morrow, so 
that we may examine the amendments. I have 
not seen them. Let us go on with the Army 
appropriation bill to-day; and the Senator can call 
up the bill to which he refers to-morrow, in the 
morning hour. This will facilitate business by 
giving us an opportunity to look into the amend- 
ments. Let them be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It is very hard to resist the 
application of the Senator froni Virginia. If he 
will tell me he does not understand the amend- 
ments, I shall, of course, consent to give him time 
to examine them. 

Mr. HUNTER. I assure the Senator that I 
have not read them; I have not even seen them, 


as yet. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Then | move that the 
amendments be printed, and that the subject be 
made the speciai order for to-morrow, at half past 
twelve o’clock. 


The PRESIDENT. The first question must 





amendments, and that the subject be made the 
special order for to-morrow at half nast twelve 
o’clock. There can be no harm in that. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia submitted the first motion. 
draw that motion? 

Mr. HUNTER. 
on to my motion I would rather do so. 


Mr. CLAYTON. But the Senator gave me. 


| the floor, and I made my motion after he gave me 
the floor. 


ware moves to take up the bill which has been 
_ received from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I suppose the object 
of that motion is thoroughly understood. It is 
for the purpose of having the amendments printed, 
and | presume there can be no objection to that. 

Mr. C.Layron’s motion was agreed to; and the 
bill from the House of Representatives, ‘* to pro- 


vide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of | 


claims of American citizens for spoliations com- 
mitted by the French prior to the 3lst of July, 
1801,’ was read a first time. 

Mr. ADAMS. One reading is enough for that 
| bill to-day. 

The PRESIDENT. This is a House bill, which 
will now have its second reading if there be no 
objection. 

Mr. HUNTER, 
| I wish it to li® oyer until to-m@row. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
the amendments, and make the bill the special 
order for to-morrow at half past twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT. Thereare no amendments. 
It is a bill of the House. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
the Senate bill. The bill, as returned from the 
House, is not the bill which was sent from the 
Senate. It is materially changed in two particu- 
lars; it must, therefore, undergo another vote of 
| the Senate. 


| the House, which is really an amendment to the 
| bill of the Senate, be printed for the use of the 
| Senate, and made the special order for to-morrow, 
| at half past twelve alsleak. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
| tained, as the bill is not before us. 
| bill, the consideration of which has been objected 
| to. 
| The PRESIDENT. There is. nothing upon 
| the bill to show that it was ever in the Senate 
| before. It is an original bill, marked House bill, 


1} No. 117. 


| Mr. CLAYTON. I know that, but substan- 

| tially it is the Senate bill, with two amendments, 
which will probably not occupy the Senate ten 
minutes 


| Mr. HUNTER. That does not vary the ques- | 


| tion of order. It is a House bill, and I have 


| objected to its second reading to-day. 


| ‘The PRESIDENT. 


If the Senator objects, it 
must lie over, as a matter of course. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask, by unanimous consent, 
| to be allowed to submit a motion that the bill be 
| printed for the use of the Senate. 
| The motion was agreed to. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I renew the motion to take 
up the army appropriation bill. 
| Mr. CASS. I do not rise to interpose any ob- 
| jection to that motion; but to say that in the 
| arrangements which may be made about the 
business of the Senate, I trust the important bills, 
with respect to certain great improvements, to 
which I have already called the attention of the 
| Senate, will not be overlooked; but that the Sen- 
| ators who have brought them forward will urge 
| their consideration at the earliest ag ey I 
| trust the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Ben- 
| JAMIN,] on whose motion a day was fixed, some- 
_ time since, for the consideration of those bills, will 
| not overlook them. 
| Mr. Huwnrer’s motion was agreed to; and the 


be on the motion of the Senator from Virginia, to | Senate accordingly resumed, as in Committee of 


take up the Army appropriation bill. 


| the Whole, the consideration of the bill from the 


Mr. CLAYTON. I think the Senator gave way || House of Representatives, making appropriations 


for me. 


for the support of the Army, for the year ending 


Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to yield the floor | the 30:h of June, 1856, the pending question be- 
for a motion to print. I hope the Senator will ask || ing on the amendment submitted by Mr. Surexps, 
' to provide for the appointment of three commis- 


no more than that, 


Does he with- | 


If it is in my power to hold | tute for that amendment, perhaps 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Dela- | 


I object to its second reading. | 


I renew the motion to print | 
There are amendments to | 


In order that the Senate may entirely | 
| understand the question, | move that the bill from | 


‘ | 
That motion cannot be enter- | 
It is a House | 


raising of four regiments of volunt 


| sum of 


| And provided further, That the said volunteer 
| required to serve on foot, if circumstances should render 
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sioners to negotiate with the Indians, and for th 
e 


; a eers t 
press Indian hostilities. The first question = 
stated to be on the first branch of the proposition 
Mr. HUNTER. [shall vote against thes meen 
ment proposed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs; but, as it is my purpose to offer a Sudst) 
m this is as ‘od 
a time as any to have it read for the informatio 
of the Senate. I send to the Chair an amend. 
ment which I shall offer as the substitute fo, the 
second proposition of the Committee on Milita, ; 
Affairs, and | ask that it be read. 2 
The Secretary accordingly read it as follows: 
And be it further enacted, That there shall : 
the Army two regiments of cavalry, organized 
ment of mounted rifiemen of the existing force 
And be it further enacted, That the Preside 
is hereby, authorized to call for, and accept, the servi 
of any number of mounted volunteers, not exceeding in 
all five hundred officers and men, to be organized as he - 
inafter directed, who shall, as circumstances may deux 
be employed as rangers, scouts, spies, and hunters Me 
serve for twelve months unless sooner discharged; anq the 
dollars, out of any moneys in the Treas 
ury, not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same heieite 
is, appropriated, to carry the provisions of this act into effect: 
Provided, That the number of privates for each company 
of volunteers herein organized shall not exceed Sixty fou, 


S may be 


be added ty 
48 the regi. 


nt be, and he 





such service necessary. 

And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers shai) 
furnish their own horses and horse equipments; and, when 
mustered into the service, shall be armed at the expense of 
the United States, and, until discharged therefrom, shal be 
subject to the rules and articles of war, and shall, in all 
respects not set forth in the provisions and limitations of 
this act, be organized in the same manner with the present 
regiment of mounted riflemen of the United States Army, 

And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers s 
offering their services, may be accepted by the President 
in companies or squadrons, whose officers shall be appointed 
in the same manner prescribed by law in the several States 
and Territories to which said companies and squadrons 
shall belong. 

And be it further enacted, That the volunteers who may 
be received into the service of the United States by virtue 
of this act, and who may be wounded or otherwise disabled 
in the service, shall be entitled to all the benefits which 
may be conferred by existing laws on other persons 
wounded or disabled in the service of the United States, 

And be it further enacted, That the pay of said volun. 
teers, including compensation for the use and risk of horses 
not killed in action, shall be as follows: For officers of ali 
grades, the pay and emeluments of the like grade in the 
present corps of mounted riflemen of the United States 
Army ; for sergeants, $1 25 per-day ; for corporals, biack- 
smiths, farriers, and musicians, $1 10 per day; and for 
privates $1 per day: Provided however, Thatifany mourted 
volunteer, Other than a commissioned officer, shall pot 
keep himself provided with a serviceable horse and wih 
serviceable horse equipments, the said volunteer shali 
serve on foot, and shail forfeit one half his monthly pay 
during the services of such regiment, dismounted: ind 
provided further, That the pay herein allowed shall be in 
lieu of all pay, allowances, and bounties, now authorized 
by law, except ratidns, clothing, and commutation in 
money of clothing, and except all such claims as may be 
valid under existing laws, for wounds or disability incurred 
in service, or for horses killed in action. 

ind be it further enacted, That the President be, and he 
is hereby authorized to prescribe and to vary, from time to 
time, as may be in his judgment expedient, the arms and 
equipments of the volunteers authorized to be accepted, or 
any portion thereof. 

And be it further enacted, That, in the event that any 
portion of the Army of the United States, now serving 00 
foot, shall, as provided in section second of an act “to 
increase the rank and file of the Army, and to encourage 
enlistments,’? approved June 17, 1850, be caused to serve 
as mounted troops, the said troops, if not exceeding in all 
four companies, shall be on the same footing as regards pay 
and aliowances with the present regiment of mounted rifle- 
men of the United States Army. 

And be it further enacted, That the officers and men of 
the two regiments of cavalry provided for by this act, siiall 
be entitied to the same provisions for wounds and disabil- 
ities, and their widows and children to the same allowances 
and benefits, in every respect, as are allowed to those of 
other troops composing the Army of the United States; and 
the officers and men shall be subject to the rules and art- 
cles of war; and the men shall be recruited in the same 
manner as other troops, and with the same conditions and 
limitations. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not offer this yet; but 
I shall offer it when the second branch of the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Illinois comes under 
consideration. I mean the propoeition to provide 
for raising three thousand volunteers. I am not 

uite ready to fill the blank in my amendment, but 

suppose it should be filled with about two mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Mr. STUART. Thehonorable Senator from 
Texas, (Mr. Hovsron,] is entitled to the floor, 
and [ do not wish to detain it from him, but | rise 
to suggest to the Senator from Virginia, to have 
his amendment printed. That will give us ume 
to examine it before it be finally acted upon. 

Mr. SHIELDS. IfI understand the matter, 
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ae le Senator from Virginia, offers his 
= ae a substitute for the amendment | 
| have had the honor to present. 

The PRESIDENT. dt has not been offered ; 
has been read for the information of the Senate 
ae, 1 question is still on the first section of 
Senator from 


ropos 
which 


a amendment of the honorable 


[Jlinois. 


Mr. HUNTER. 

i r 
ae ceiat from Illinois, when that comes up. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Let me suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia to offer it now asa 
substitute, because If shall then be prepared to 
move to amend the substitute. I believe that is 
allowable; and if we can get the substitute in an 
acceptable form, it may be that the committee will 
abandon the original proposition; but it will de- 

end altogether upon that. 
believe, to proceed to the amendment of the sub- 
atitute before it is voted upon. — +f 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; or it is compe- 
tent for the Senator from Illinois to withdraw the 
amendment he has offered. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have not offered my prop- 
osition. I merely give notice that I shall offer it | 
as a substitute for the second branch of the prop- | 
osition of the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘There are two amendments, as I 





I intend to offer it as a sub- |, 
the second branch of the proposition of || 
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| 


| amend the substitute, and if it be amended in such || 


It is competent, I || 
| shall not, however, withdraw the amendment in | 


{ 
} 


understand, presented by the Senator from Illinois: || 


one to provide for the appointment of commis- 
sioners to negotiate with the Indians, and the 
other for raising three thousand volunteers. Per- 
haps they were offered as one amendment. 

Mr. STUART. No, sir; they were offered as 
separate amendments. ; : 

Mr. RUSK. ‘Then the question will first be on 
the proposition to appoint three commissioners? 

ThePRESIDENT. Yes, sir; that is the pend- 
ing question. 

Mr. WELLER. I understood the honorable 
Senator from Illinois, the other day, to strike out 
that portion of his amendment which provides 
for the enlistment of friendly Indians. Itis better 
that that should be understood. 

Mr. SHIELDS. _I stated that the provision for 
the employment of those Indians was introduced 
on the recommendation of the Department, and 
that | felt it to be my duty to present it as such; 
but that | was willing that it should be stricken 
out, because it had not been submitted to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I said, the 
other day, that this amendment had never been 
formally passed on by the Committee on Military 
Affars; | meant the details of it. There seemed 
to be a difference of opinion then between the 
chairman of the committee and myself, and some 
persons have supposed that | impeached the cor- | 
rectness of his statement. I intended no such 
thing. [ simply intended to say that the details of 
the amendment which he submitted had ae 
been passed on by the Committee on Military 
Affairs. The committee agreed to repértin favor | 


of appointing three commissioners to negotiate, if | 
possible, a peace with the Indians. They also || 


agreed to give the President what he asked for— | 
three thousand volunteers. The Senator from 
Illinois understood the agreement of the commit- | 


tee to be to give the volunteers, in the manner he || 


asked for them. I did not so understand it. I 


desired that the volunteers should be organized in | 
conformity with the law under which volunteers \| 





were organized during the Mexican war. The 
Senator from Illinois, however, supposed that the | 
Instruction of the committee was not only to give | 


the three thousand volunteers, but to give them in \| 
the manner in which the Executive had asked for || 


them. There was the only point of difference | 


between the honorable Senator and myself. (Cer- | 
tainly, I did not design, in any way or form, to 
impeach the correctness of his statement. 

Mr. SHIELDS. So I understood. I know 
the honorable Senator would not say anything 


He is correct in his 


ment of three commissioners, and 


Executive the force for which 


he ask The 


honorable Senator will also recollect that I was | 


instructed to confer with the President and Secre- | 
tary of War, and to bring forward their plans. I | 
did so. Those plans were not afterwards sub-| 


mitted to the committee; for the committee gave | 


| cavalry, organized as in the existing force; that the officers || 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| increase of the military force of the country. 


| the future, is a matter beyond speculation. 


| 


which was intended at all to reflect on my course. | 
statement. The committee | 
agreed upon two propositions, first, the appoint- | 
next, to give the | 


| best means for the restoration of peace upon our 


| to a violation of the security of the whites. They 


| 
j 
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me a carte blanche, | may say; I was to go and || paper press, we should suppose, in reality, that 
confer with the President and Secretary of War, || the Indian was as barbarous as he had ever been, 
and report a proposition granting the Executive || and that all the assaults or massacres, as they are 
what he asked. Fbecaght forward what the Ex- | termed, are unprovoked and wantonly inflicted 
ecutive proposed; but the committee, in one sense, | on the defenseless white man. As an instance of 
was not responsible for that part of it; nor did I || this, let me mention the massacre at Fort Laramie, 
hold myself responsible. 1 only brought forward || and from that instance you can pretty accurately 
the plan of the Executive. || deduce the true condition of other acts of a similar 
Ow, Sir, upon the point immediately before us, | character. What were the circumstances in con- 

in ordef to get my proposition fairly and clearly || nection with that case? 
before the Senate, | withdraw, for the time being, During the last summer, some bands of the Sioux 
the section in relation to the appointment of com- || nation of Indians were encamped within six miles 
missioners, and present the sections in relation to || of Fort Laramie. They were in amity with the 
the volunteers. To the amendment, as it thus || United States, and on terms of friendship and 
stands, the honorable Senator from Virginia can || good feeling with the officers and men of the 
offer his substitute. Then we can proceed to || neighboring fort. A man from aneighboring tribe 
whose relatives had, a year before, been slaugh- 
way as to be acceptable, it will perhaps supply || tered by the troops at Fort Laramie, — to 
the place of the proposition of the committee. I | be among these bands of Sioux. Some Mormon 
|| emigrants passed by the camp of the Indians, and 
relation to the volunteers, until I find that an ade- || a cow escaped from them, made towards the vil- 
quate force is to be supplied in their place. || lage, and the Mormons pursued her, but unsuc- 
Mr. HUNTER. As the honorable Senator || cessfully. The Indian to whom | have referred, 
has withdrawn that part of the amendment in rela- | by way of revenge for the loss of his relative, 
tion to the appointment of commissioners, I offer || slaughtered the animal. Complaint was made at 
the proposition which has been read, as a substi- | Fort Laramie. The chiefs instantly said that 
tute for the residue of the proposition. | they would see that reparation was made for the 
Mr. SHIELDS. Perhaps I may as well state | jury which had been done. Was this satisfac- 
now, what is my proposed amendment to that | tory to the commanding officer? No, sir; but he 
substitute. It is to insert the following, in lieu of || detailed a lieutenant, or brevet lieutenant, with a 
the first section of she substitute of the gentleman || C°™Pany, for the purpose of arresting the Indian. 
from Virginia: | The company arrived at the encampment of the 


| Indians with a piece of artillery. 
And be it further enacted, That there shall be added to || P Y 


the Army two regiments of intantry, and two regiments of | | 





emand was 
made of the chiefs; but this Indian said to them, 
‘* | have taken a lodge here; | am willing to die; 
you have nothing to do with this matter; you 
have no concern with it; the responsibility is not 
upon your people, but it is upon me alone.’’ So 
soon as this reply was given to the lieutenant, he 
fired and crippled one of the principal chiefs, and 
killed aman. The delinquent still refused to give 


and men authorized by this act shall be entitled to the same || 
provisions for wounds and disabilities, and the same pro- || 
visions for widows and children, and the same allowances || 
and benefits in every respect, as are allowed to other troops || 
composing the Army of the United States. They shall be || 
subject to the rules and articles of war, and the men shall || 
be recruited in the same manner as other troops, and with || 
te came conditions ond Hanitetions. || up. After that, the chiefs rallied and exhorted 
Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator from Texas || the men to commit no outrage; their influence 
does not wish the floor, I shall take the occasion | controlled the action of the Indians; but a drunken 
to say a few words on the amendment. interpreter, who was calculated to incite the lieu- 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Senator may have five || tenant to action, caused him, no doubt, to fire his 
minutes. |; cannon. ‘The next thing was, that the war-whoop 
Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to go on if the || was sounded, and the lieutenant and part of his 
Senator is willing to proceed. | men were killed. The others dispersed, were 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, before the || pursued by the Indians in hot blood, and every 
Senate proceed to vote upon the adoption of the || man was slaughtered. 
policy now proposed, | think it would be well to || This is a succinct narrative of that event. 
examine the causes which have led to the present | Were the Indians to blame? He who violates a 
condition of affairs, and then to inquire into the || law is the man who is responsible for the conse- 
| quences of that violation. The Indian intercourse 
Indian frontier. An examination of this sort will | laws of the United States, have pointed out the 
inform us whether there is any necessity for an | manner in which to proceed in such a case. Ifa 
|| citizen sustains injury from any tribe, or from an 
I am aware, sir, that, in discussing subjects || individual of a tribe, information is to be given to 
which relate to the Indians, or to their rights, 1 || the Indian agent for that tribe. He is immediately 
shall command but little sympathy from the Sen- || to make a demand upon the chiefs of the nation. 
ate, and not much from the country. They are || If they do not surrender the individual, which, in 
a people isolated in their interest, and solely de- | all probability they would do immediately, if they 
pendent for protection and justice upon the Gov- | were treated in good faith, deduction is made from 
ernment of the United States. How far justice | their annuities for the amount of the injury, and 
has been accorded to them in the past, or how far || there the matter stops. If no annuities are due to 
it is, in all probability, to be awarded to them in | them, rather than bring on war, the United States 
If we | Treasury is responsible to the individual who has 
are to judge from the past experience of our times, | sustained loss. These are the provisions of the 
we should infer that there is but very little hope || intercourse laws. In this case, did either of the 
of anything being done for the red man; and we || officers makea demand onthe chiefs? The chiefs 
should infer that, in the opinion of his white | sent an assurance that justice would be done, and 
brethren, his doom has already been written and | the individual given up, though he did not belong 
recorded. to their band. The officers, unwilling to receive 
Mr. President, the Indians have been charged | that assurance, dispatched a handful of men 
with an aggressive and hostile spirit towards the | against several lodges of Indians, and among whom 
whites; but we find, upon inquiry, that every || there had been some ground of complaint. The 
instance of that sort which has been imputed to | consequences which I have narrated, resulted frem 
them, has been induced and provoked by the white | this indiscretion and violation of law. It was a 
man, either by acts of direct aggression upon the | violation of law, for no demand was made upon 
Indians, or by his own incaution, alluring them | the chiefs for indemnity, and no response was 
| received from them. hese gallant gentlemen 





have tempted the cupidity of the Indians. If a | thought they should go there and make war. 
lawless fellow happens to prove vagrant to his | They are paid for it; ‘* it is their vocation.’ Are 
band, and throws off all the rules and restrictions | such men entitled to sympathy? Are they entitled 


} 

imposed by the chiefs on their warriors, and | to respect? But their conduct alarmed the Sioux; 
chooses to involve his nation in a difficulty by and because that tribe proposed to confederate with 
taking the life of a white man, if he can do so, as | other tribes, weare asked to increase the muitary 
he supposes, with impunity, his action is charged | force of the country; forsooth, we are to wage war 
to his tribe; but they should not be held respon- | upon the winds, for you might as well do it, as 
sible. Sir, we have seen thrilling accounts of | upon the prairie Indians 

sanguinary massacres, which alarm us at the first | But this is not all that grew out of that transac- 
blush; and if we are to believe the paragraphs | tion. A clamor is raised about the mail part 
disseminated through the medium of the news- | who were destroyed subsequently to that. ft 
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was very natural to expect that it would be done. | 
The Sioex chief who was wounded on the occa- 


sion to which I have referred, was taken to the 
Arkansas, and there he expired in consequence of 
the injury he had received. His kindred resolved 
to revenge his death. The Indian appreciates the 
ties of kindred far beyond any white man. They 
may have less intelligence; but the chords of nature 
are stronger, the sensibilities of the heart more 
lively than those which stimulate our Christian, 
enlightened action. {t is well known that the 
grief which resounds through the Indian camp, 
when a warrior or chief expires, or when a rela- 
tive dies, is like the wailing of Egypt. When 
this chief expired, his friends sought for a white 
man, that they might take vengeance on him—not 
for those who had inflicted the wrong, but who- 
ever they might happen to find among the whites. 
They first came upon the mail party. One, who 
was nota relative of the chief, said to one of his 
kindred, ‘‘ there is a white man, you can now | 
take vengeance on him; you are a coward if you 
do not do so.”” He said, ‘‘I am no coward; but | 
if you say it, 1 will kill him.” Then he wentand | 
killed two out of the three composing the mail 
party. 
Now, sir, what had been the condition of the 
Indian country previous to these occurrences? I 
have been assured by gentlemen who have passed | 
from California to Fort Laramie, a distance of | 
one thousand four hundred or one thousand five | 
hundred miles, that they met individuals travel- 
ing alone through that vast region. They passed | 
through a wilderness of one thousand four hundred | 
or one thousand five hundred miles unassailed, | 
and without injury from any one. Did this look | 
like a desperate feeling on the part of the In- | 
dians, when they allowed unprotected individ- | 
uals, sometimes singly, occasionally in small com- 
panies of three or four persons,to pass through 
their country unmolested? No, sir. It is some 
sudden act of wrong and outrage which stimulates 
the Indian to aggression. He has no inducement | 
to it unless he expects great plunder, because he | 
is very well aware that if he cultivates kind and | 
friendly relations with the whites, he can receive | 
from them supplies that he cannot obtain in any | 
other way—things which gratify his taste for | 


dress, and supply his wants and appetites. For || 


this reason, the Indian is always disposed to be | 
in peace and friendship with his white neighbors | 
if he can. 

I have given some illustrations of the so-called 
Indian outrages. I may refer to another one, 
which not long since took place in Oregon, and 
which is given, in some quarters, as areason why | 
an increase of the Army is required. I refer toa 
recent massacre of the Indians at a ferry house | 





in Oregon, as described by the agents and super- | 


intendents of that Territory. A number of miners 
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of dollars is the amount which it is proposed to || aged by these proceedings, and prompted by those en, je 
appropriate by the bill which was reported by the || i" them, other persons have gone on other portions sate 


ora ; tract ceded by the Delawares in trust to the Up; 
Senator from Illinois. We are to appropriate || and pretend to have made, and tied ane States, 
$5,000,000 to bring on a great Sioux war, to meet || ‘claims’ as they assert will vest in them the lawful Tienes 


a most wonderful confederacy, which, it is said, || enter the land at the minimum price under the presy., 

is forming among the adieu: Why, sir, they || @w of July 22, 1854.” oe 
cannot keep together, because they are starving | Thisis a specimen of theaid and su 
in little bands, even in those parts of the country || by military commanders to the agents to main: 

where they can command the most game. How | and preserve peace among the Indians. Then 
could they remain embodied for any length of || are the gentlemen to whom the agents look fe 
time without supplies, without animals, and || codperation in the discharge of their duties wn 
without food, when their women and children are || to afford equal protection to the Indians eguien 
starving? How could they, under such circum- || aggressions from the whites, as to the whites 
stances, remain a mighty confederation, to sweep || against aggressions from the Indians. Sach « 
our frontier? Why, sir, from the display that is || transaction as is here disclosed is an act of cumin, 
made, by the terrible cry of alarm, one would think || igated infamy in the officers who have lent them. 





ceor afforded 





that New Orleans itself could hardly be safe, but 

_ that the Indians would sweep down the Missouri 

and Mississippi, and carry death, destruction, 
and devastation in their course! 

Are these causes calculated to produce such 


mighty effects? Is it proper that the nation should || 


be involved in a general Indian war at this time? 
Is it proper that $5,000,000 should be expended 
from the Treasury to begin this war? If this be 
done, what will be the consequence? The Indians 
will not be embodied to meet you. Your troops 
will hear that in some direction there is a Caman- 
che, or a Kioway, or an Osage camp, and they 
will advance upon it with ‘‘all the pomp and cir- 
cumstance of glorious war.’’ A morning gun will 
be fired as a signal to rise and prepare for the 
march. On such an occasion, with the bugle 
sounding in advance, how beautiful must be the 
reflection from the arms and banners floating in 
the prairie! That is to be the spectacle which is 
| to amuse or drive the Indians ahead. They are to 
| meet the Indians on a trackless waste. You might 
as well pursue the course of a ship’s keel on the 
ocean as to pursue the Indians of the prairies. 
| They would disperse, and your Army would be 
left there; and they, perhaps, surrounding you, in 
the distance, and laughing at the glorious pomp 
with which you were marching through their 
| prairies. You will not get them to embody; and 
if you could, they would show you their power. 
If you take men there, and make a display with- 
out. efficiency, you provoke their ridicule and 
supreme contempt. 
| ut, Mr. President, the course which has been 
| pursued, since the days of William Penn to the 
| present moment, has not been entirely successful 
in conciliating the Indians. Under the manage- 
| ment of Washington, of the first Adams, of Mad- 


|| ison, of Monroe, of the second Adams, of Jack- 


| son, and of Polk, we have, with few exceptions, 
| been very successful in maintaining peace with 
_them. The suggestions made by our fathers, in 
relation to their civilization and humanization, are 
exemplified and illustrated in the present condi- 


selves to it. I hope the Executive, in the plenj. 
tude of his power, and in ‘the exercise of a Wise 
| and just discretion, will erase their names from 
| the records of the country, and redeem our annals 
from infamy so blackening as this. Think, sir 
of an officer wearing an American sword, adorned 
| with American epauletts, the emblem of office and 
_ the insignia of honor and manly pride, degrading 
| himself by a violation of the faith of his Govern. 
|| ment, rendering him a disgrace to the uniform 
| which he wears and the earth upon which he 
|| treads! 
| It will be recollected that the Delaware Indians 
| owned one million eight hundred -housand acres 
| of land. They cided one million three hundred 
|| thousand acres to the Government of the United 
| States for $10,000, reserving to themselves the 
‘| land on which the city referred to has been |aid 
_ out, on the banks of the Missouri. They confided 
| five hundred thousand acres to the Government of 
|| the United States, as they could not themselves 
|| dispose of it, except to the Government; and, be. 
lieving that it would be a source of wealth and in. 
dependence to them, ~~ have granted it to the 
| Government, in trust, to be sold by the Govern. 
ment, the right of oa remaining in them 
until it should be disposed of. It appears, from 
the commissioner’s report, that persons have gone 
and taken possession of this land. If they have 
not done so, they ought to be vindicated against 
the charge. I regard it as authentic and official, 
and until it is controverted, I have nothing to ex- 
| tenuate; nor do I set down aught in malice. Jus- 
| tice requires me to state the facts. 
Mr. President, I said to the Senate, on a former 
| occasion, that eighteen tribes of [ndians had been 
| located by this Government within the limits of 
the present Territories of Nebraska and Kansas, 
and that most of them had been removed there 
from the east of the Mississippi. They were 
| located there under the faith of solemn pledges, 
|| that while grass grew, or water ran, or the earth 
brought forth its fruits, they should remain on the 
_ lands assigned to them unless they chose to aban- 














to the amount of forty, associated together to 1 tion of the southern tribes, who have received the | don them, and that they should not be included 


attack a village of seventy Indians, men, women, || 


greatest benefits of the light shed on them; and 


within the boundaries of any State or Territory. 


and children, without any means of defense, with | they have responded to it by the cultivation of || Notwithstanding this, these Indians were em- 


only five pieces of fire-arms, pistols, and guns, | 
and two of them entirely useless. The officer, | 


mind, by the development of resources, both 
physical and intellectual, which reflect luster on 


who reports the action, describes in a most mil- | their character. Cannot the Indian now be influ- || son 7 . ' 
itary and elegant style, the manner in which he |, enced in the same way, by the same means? Have || dition, and what must it be in after time? On this 
assaulted the village in three divisions. They were | we no landmarks to guide us? Have we not ex- 
entirely successful; killed some sixteen men, || perience to teach us? fave we not humanity to 


killed one squaw, and wounded a couple, and no || 
children—that was merciful! But, sir, they scat- || 


rompt us to march on in the path which is already 
aid out'before us? 


tered the warriors who were there defenseless, and | Sir, how different is the policy now pursued 
applied the torch to their wigwams. Weare told || from what it once was? I must read, for the in- 
by the gallant gentleman who reported the matter, || struction of the Senate, an extract from the last 
that the next day the Indians were there hovering | annual report of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 


|| braced within the Nebraska and Kansas bill. 
|They were taken in—yes, sir, as strangers are 
|| sometimes ‘‘ taken in.’? What is now their con- 


| point let the Commissioner of Indian A flairs 


|| speak. In his recent report he says, in reference 


| 


to the Nebraska and Kansas Indians: 


“In the recent negotiations for their lands, the Indians 
dwelt upon the former pledges and promises made to thei, 
and were averse generally to the surrender of any portion 
of their country. They said that they were to have the 
land *‘ as long as grew, or water run,” and they feared 


This gallant and chivalrous man, wonderful to 
relate, says he did not lose a man in the attack! | 
Was he not lucky? (Laughter.} That fellow | 
must look out for a brevet; though I hope he will | 
=a come here claiming bounty land. (Laugh- | 
ter. 

This act is denounced by the agent and superin- | 
tendent as most cruel and barbarous. The poor || 
creatures were willing to do anything and every- 
thing which was asked of them. They denied | 
every charge that the malicious and the wanton 
had brought against them ; and the truth of their | 
narrative is indorsed by the agent, a man of intelli- || 
gence. I do not know him; but his report bears 
the impress of intelligence and integrity. 

Well, sir, these circumstances, it is said, call | 
for an army of three regiments, or eighteen hun- | 
dred men. Whatare they tocost? Five millions |: 


about the mouldering ashes of their wigwams. | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| it contains more good sense and reflection than I 


| cess of the other. The Commissioner of Indian | 


| Missouri river, and south of Fort Leavenworth; have laid 


| unlawful proceedings have not only taken place under the 


the result if they should consent to yield any part of their 
possessions. Woaen they did consent to sell, it was only 
on the condition that each tribe should retain a pane 
. . that tract as a permanent home. All were unitedly an 

could impart in the same number of words. It firmly opposed 0 another removal. So fixed and seated 
will be necessary, in the examination of this sub- || was this idea, that propositions clearly for their interest 
ject, in relation both to the Indians and the Army, || were rejected by them. ; 

to see in what manner they harmonize with each | ** The residue of the tribes who have recently ceded their 


fairs, and I beseech their attention to it, because 


A ide i few 
|| other, and how far the one is necessary tothe suc- bands Chane, Seesety, De sennees (ts 2 So 


cases, to a contraction of limits) as permanently fixed. 
i Already the white population is occupying the lands be- 
Affairs, in his report to the Secretary of the In- || tween, —y oo Sa —— ie 
: ; : . : going west of a yo em; at no distan i 

terior, describes a transaction to which I wish to the country immediately to the west of the reserves, which 
call attention: is worth occupying, would have been taken up. And then 
“ As heretofore reported to you, an association of per- || the current of population, until within a few years, flowing 
sons has undertaken to appropriate to their own use a por- || only from the East, now comes like an avalanch from the 
tion of the land ceded by the Delawares, fronting en the || Pacific coast, almost overwhelming the it.digenous Indians 
in its approaches. It is, therefore, in ny judgment, clear, 

outa city thereon, and actually had a public sale of the lots || beyond doubt or question, that the emigrated tribes in Kan- 
of the same on the 9th and 10th of October last. These || sas Territory are permanently there—there tobe thoroughly 
civilized, and to become a consistent portion of the popu- 





eyes of the military officers stationed at the fort, but two of || lation; or there to be destroyed and exterminated. hat 
a spectacle for the view of the statesman, philanthropist, 
Cc consideration 


them are said to be members of the association, and have 


been active agents in this discreditable business. Encour- subject for the most profound 


_ —- — ——_ an ent aca. @ 








oa 





i gain, may 
gence, energy, 


affairs, by the agents who may be intrusted with their in- 
terests and welfare, and visit the severest penalty of the 
Jaw on all who may violate its salutary provisions in rela- 





ail vefiection! With reservations dotting the easton gor 
and the Territory, there they stand, the representatives 
tion O moants of tribes once as powerful and dreaded as 
and os now weak and dispirited. By alternate persua- 
they vad force, some of these tribes have been removed, 
= ~~ step, from mountain to valley, and from river to 
~~ ‘until they have been pushed half way across the 
ee at. They can go no further; on the ground they | 
- occupy the crisis must be met, and their future determ- | 
_ Among them may be found the educated, civilized, 
in 4 converted Indian, the benighted and inveterate heathen, 
o every intermediate grade. But there they are, and as 
oa are, without standing obligations in their behalf of the 





= ypost solemn and imperative character, voluntarily assumed 
>) by the Government. 


Their condition is a a one; such 
Je them not only to the justice of the Government 
ane nett profound sympathy of the people. Exter- 
sipation may be theirfate, butnotof necessity. By a union | 
of good influences and proper effort, I believe they may, | 
4 will, be saved, and their complete civilization effected. 
wi Be that as it may, however, the duty of the Govern- 
ment is, in my opinion, plain. It should fulfill, with the 
reatest promptness and facility, every treaty stipulation 
with these Indians; frown down, at the first dawning, any | 
and every attempt to corrupt them ; see that their ample | 
annuities are directed faithfully to their education and im- 
rovement, and not made the means of their destruction; | 
santly resist the efforts of the selfish and heartless 
“py the specious plans and devices for their own 
seek to distract and divide them; require dili- 
and integrity, in the administration of their 


inces' 
men who, 





tion tothem. Let these things be done; the codperation 


of the civil officers, magistrates, and good citizens of the 
Territory secured, and the most active efforts of the friends | 
of the benevolent institutions now existing among them, be 
brought into exercise for their moral culture ; and, by har- | 
monious and constant effortand action, a change may, and, | 
itis believed, will, be brought about, and Kansas become | 
distinguished as a land in which the complete and thorough | 
civilization of the red man was worked out and accom- 
plished.” 

Sir, it is the violation ‘of treaties and the bad 
faith of the white man, and his aggressive course, 
that cause the inquietude of the Indian, and we 
feel it very much in the section of country in 
whichI live. There isa remedy; and that remedy 
must be applied, or the Indians exterminated, at 
an expense ten times beyond what would civilize, 
in half a century, every red man who walks upon 
the soil of America. I have seen tribes rise from 
a state of barbarism to a condition in which they 
are as civilized in their institutions, in their reli- 
gion, and in their social refinement and habits as | 
citizens of the United States; and all this has been 
done within half a century. These things are as 
possible now as at any former time; and a sum, 
very easily calculated, less than the amount esti- 


mated as necessary to raise these troops and sub- | 
sist them for one year, would civilize every Indian | 
on the continent, set him down ona piece of land, 
and give him ‘‘a local habitation and a name.’’ 
Is it not worth an attempt? Is it not worth ac- 
complishment? Sir, let me give you some expe- 
rience in relation to Indians. 

The United States have regiments in Texas, and | 
Texas is considered by some as a burden on the 
Treasury. Texas, it is said, exhausts the Army 
of the United States, and withdraws them from 
more eligible stations to protect her frontier. I 
will show you, sir, how that is. In 1843 and 1844 
Texas had a war on hand which had been brought | 
about by an invitation, at a former period, to 
chiefs to come in and treat, when they were taken | 
prisoners, and a fracas ensued in which sixteen | 
were murdered. That took place inthe year 1840, | 
and peace was not restored until 1843, when the 
head of the Government of Texas went about the | 
work of their civilization. He went into the wil- 
derness, on the prairies, and there met the Indians, | 
who would not trust themselves within the tim- | 
bered land, nor near any place where there was a 
possibility of ambuscade. A treaty was there | 
made, which not only stayed the tomahawk, and | 
the scalping knife, but preserved peace and safety | 
on the frontier until 1849. We were for six years | 
Without massacre, without conflagration, without | 
prisoners being taken. Not a Texan was killed | 
in that time by the Indians. One man was killed 
near the Indian country, but whether by the Mex- | 


icans or Indians was a doubtful question; at any | 








rate he was not scalped. 

ow, sir, how wasthis done? By what means? | 
}y pursuing a policy which hed been initiated | 
in 1836, but was disrupted in 1838, and a war | 
brought upon the entire borders of that young | 
Republic. _The old policy was reéstablished in| 
1843. Resistance was made to it, as there was to 


|| disposition soon won their regard and affection. | 





every attempt made to establish a Government. | 
here was an attempt, on the of some vil-| 
lains, to resist e like order and organiza- | 
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tion, and throw the Government into anarchy | 
and misrule; but it failed. These Indians had 
been our enemies; they had been exasperated fur- | 
ther by unprovoked aggressicns upon them, and | 
upon harmless traders; but the proper conciliatory || 
What was the expense of all this? I am almost | 
afraid to state it, for I fear it will not be credited 

when we see the enormous estimates now made 

for the expense of treaties with the Indians. Sir, 

every dollar given to the Executive of Texas to | 
consummate these treaties, to feed the Indians, to 
make presents, was just $10,000; and he rendered 
vouchers for the last cent. For this sum peace 
was accomplished and maintained, the safety and 
protection of our frontiers insured, and the In- 
dians made peaceable and happy. 

When Texas was annexed to the United States, || 
these Indians, on account of faith having been 
maintained with them by the then Executive of | 
Texas, refused to meet and confer with the com- 
missioners sent to them by the President of the | 
United States, until they had the sanction of the | 
Government of Texas; and the symbols of confi- 
dence were put in the hands of the commissioners 
before the Indians would treat with them. A 
treaty wasthen negotiated. What was the his- | 
tory of it? One of the commissioners, a noble || 
and gallant gentleman, who afterwards fell at Che- 
pultepec, in Mexico, at the head of his regiment, | 
was too much indisposed to render any assist- | 
ance. His co-commissioner assumed the whole 
business; and what did he do? He had the In- | 
dians’ names signed with a mark on a sheet of 
paper, had it attested, and brought it en here. He | 
made large promises to the Indians; he assured | 
them of an annuity of $14,000, to be paid annu- || 
ally, at a certain trading house; but when he 
wrote his treaty (for he did not write it until he 
came here, when he appended to it the sheet con- || 
taining the signatures,) it contained a provision | 
that they should receive barely $14,000 as a full 
acquittal. It cost $60,000 to negotiate this treaty, 
as the records of the Treasury show. This isa 
sum equal to the price of six years peace between | 
the aliens and the Government of Texas. Per- | 
haps, however, the people of Texas were better || 
then than now. Since that time they have been | 
associated with the people of the United States. | 
I simply state facts; I leave the inferences to | 
others. 

Sir, if the agent appointed by Mr. Polk, who 
has been restored by the present Executive—it is 
a bright spot in his Administration, and | com- 
mend him for it—had never been removed, there | 
would have been peace to this day on the borders || 
of Texas; but as soon as the Indian agent who | 
was appointed to succeed him went there, he || 
must forsooth establish a ranche; he must have a || 
farm. The Indians who had been settled there 
from 1843 up to 1849, had been furnished by the | 
Government of Texas with implements of hus- | 
bandry, with seeds of every description, and they | 
were cultivating their little farms. They were | 
comfortable and independent. They were living || 
in — peace. If you can get Indians located, || 
and p 





lace their wives and children within your || 
cognizance, you need never expect aggression || 
from them. It is the Indian who has his wife in || 
security, beyond your reach, who, like the felon 
wolf, goes to a distance to prey on some flock, 
far removed from his den; or like the eagle, who 
seeks his prey from the distance, and never from 
the rocks about his eyrie. The agent to whom | | 
have referred lost two oxen from his ranche where 
he employed a large number of cattle. He went 
to the officer in command of Fort Belknap, got 
a force from him, and then marched to those In- 
dians sixty miles from there, and told them they 
must pay for the oxen. They said, ‘‘ We know 
nothing about your oxen; our people are here; 
here are our women and children; we have not 
killed them; we have not stolen them; we have 
enough to eat; weare happy; we have raised corn; 
we have sold corn; we have corn to sell; we have 
sold it to your people, and they have paid us for 
it, and we are happy.”’ But, they were told, 
** You must leave here.”” Theagentand the mili- | 
tary gentlemen scared off the Indians from the 
limits of Texas, and drove them across the Red 


river to the Wichita mountains, taking every || 


horse and animal they had to pay for the two 
oxen. This was done by an accredited officer of 
the Government, and by another who disgraced | 


| only exas 


| How was it with the Wichita Indians? 
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the epaulets he wore! Are such things tolerable, 


|| and to be tolerated in the present age and condi- 


tion of our Government? 

What was the consequence? Those Indians 
felt themselves aggrieved. They saw that a new 
régime had come; they had had the era of pesce 
and plenty, and now they were expelled by a dif- 
ferent influence. They felt grateful for the benign 
effects of the first policy towards them, and that 
rated them to a greater extent against 
the second; and they began to make incursions, 
ready to take vengeance on any white men they 


| might meet in their neighborhood, and slay who- 


ever they might find. They made their forays 


| from the opposite side of the Red river, from the 


Wichita mountains, and came like an avalanche 
upon our unprotected citizens. There is one fact 
showing how your interference with the Indians 
within her limits has injured Texas. 

There is another fact in connection with the 


| Indian policy of Texas which I shall mention. 


Texas 
sought to conciliate them; they lived beyond her 
borders, and made incursions from the limits of 
the United States into Texas, while she was an 
independent Republic. She did everything in her 
power to bring about peace with them, and, 
through the friendly Indians, was pacifying them 
and pacificating their disposition. One of their 
chiefs, with his wife and little child, and twelve 
of his men, came to Fort Belknap. Some one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred miles west of 
the fort, in Hanson’s valley, property had been 
stolen by Indians. It was not known which 
out of thirteen different tribes had taken it; for 
outlaws occasionally congregated from each, hal¢ 
a dozen of them stealing off from their tribes, with 
the influence of no chief operating upon them. 


| They were outlaws, careless of the destiny of 


their tribes, and reckless of the crimes which they 
might commit, so that they could gratify their 
cupidity and recompense their daring. These 
men had taken some property. Dragoons came 
on in the direction of Red river, and reached Fort 
Belknap. So soon as they arrived, the officer said 
to this chief: ** Sir, I retain you as a prisoner. It 
is true, you came under a white flag; but [ am an 
officer; | have the power; I take you prisoner, and 
ote must stay here a prisoner until the horses are 
rought back. Your men must stay, too, except 
one, whom I will send to your tribe with intelli- 
ence of the fact.” The chief said: ‘* My tribe 
ave not committed the robbery; it is a great 
distance from me; it is in another direction. I 
come from the rising sun; that is, towards the 
setting sun; I was far from it; you are between 
me and it; I did not do it.’’ ‘* But,’ said the 
officer, ‘‘ you are a prisoner.”’ The officer put 
him in the guard-house. Imprisonment is eternal 
infamy to an Indian. A prairie Indian would 
rather die a thousand deaths than submit to the 
disgrace of imprisonment. You may wound and 
mutilate him as you please, you may crush every 
limb in the body of a prairie Indian, and if he 
can make no other resistance, he will spit at you 
when you come within his reach. This chief, 
meditating upon his deep disgrace, knowing that 
he was irreparably dishonored, unless he could 
wash out his stains with blood, resolved thatnight 
| that he would either die a freeman or rescue him- 
| self from dishonor. Ele rose in the night. He 
| would not leave his wife and child in the hands of 
| his enemy; so he took his knife, and stabbed his 
| squaw and little one to the heart. Not a groan 
| was heard, for he well knew where to apply the 
poignard. He went and shot down the sentinel, 
rushed upon the superior officers, was shot, and 
perished like a warrior, in an attempt to wipe a 
| stain from his honor. His men fied and returned 
| to their tribe, but it was to bring blood, carnage, 
_and conflagration upon our settlements. They 
came not again as brothers to smoke the calumet 
of peace, but with brands in their hands to set fire 
| to our houses. Contrast that with the previous 
| years; contrast it with the harmony which had 
before existed, and you see the lamentable result 
of sending, as Indian agents and Army officers to 
take charge of the Indians, men who know nothing 
‘about the Indian character, and who are either 
broken-down gentlemen’s sons, or scamps and 
loafers, or officers who are ignorant of everything 
| they should be acquainted with, in order to under- 
| stand Indian life. 
Well, sir, how can Texas expect peace, how 
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can she expect protection to her citizens? Not | 


from your army. It has never given her protec- 

tion; it is incompetent to give protection; and it is | 
a reproach to the country. I will not say to the | 
men who command it, for they are clever men; 

but I say they know nothing about the Indians, | 
and I shall prove it. Texas deserves protection, | 
and she can have it if a rational effort be made to” 
give it to her, but not by your troops. What sort | 
of protection can she expect from hostile Indians | 
when the commanding officer of that military de- | 
partment a gallantgentleman, who has borne him- | 


self nobly in the heat of battle, skillful in design, || 
bold and gallant in execution, and in all the mar- || 


tial arts replete, but amongst the Indians a perfect 
novice, a mere child—has issued an order that no | 
Indian shall go within twenty miles of a fortress | 
on the frontier of Texas. Is not that smart? 
{Laughter.] The Indians think, ‘‘ Very well, you 
gay the Indians shall .0t come within twenty 
miles of your forts, and we say your men shall | 
not come within twenty miles of us, or we will | 
shoot them.’’ That is a pretty good notion for | 
an Indian; it is very natural. The boundary is 
fixed by the white man, and the Indian lives up 
to it. 


Well, sir, there is a remedy for all this, and it | 


is very easy to apply it; but how are we circum-| 
stanced there? [tis supposed by some that we 
are deriving great aid from the Army, and that | 
the greatest portion of the disposable forces of the || 
United States is in Texas, and protecting it? || 
How can they protect us against the Indians 
when the cavalry have not horses which can trot | 
faster than active oxen, and the infantry dare not | 
go out in any hostile manner for fear of being shot | 
and scalped! Can they pursue a party, who 
pounce Some on a settlement and take property, 
and reclaim that property? Have they ever done | 
it? Did the old rangers of Texas ever fail to do 
it, when they were seated on their Texas ponies? | 
They were men of intelligence and adroitness in | 
regard to the Indian character, and Indian war- | 
fare. Do you think a man ie fit for such service | 
who has been educated at West Point Academy, | 
furnished with rich stores of learning; more edu- 
cated in the science of war than any general who || 
fought through the Revolution, and assisted in 
achieving our independence. Are pee going to | 
take such gentlemen, and suppose that by intui- |, 
tion they will understand the Indian character? | 
Or do you suppose they can track a turkey, ora. 
deer, in the grass of Texas, or could they track 
an Indian, or would they know whether they | 
were tracking a wagon or a carriage. {Laughter.} | 
Not at all, sir. We wish, in the first place, to | 
have men suited to the circumstance. Give us | 
agents who are capable of following out their in- || 
structions, and who understand the Indian char- ! 
acter. Give us an army, gentlemen, who under- I] 
stand not only the science of command, but have || 
some notions of extending justice and prmasen 
to the Indian, against the aggression of the whites, || 
while they protect the whites against the aggres- 
sions from the Indians. Then, and not till then, || 
will you have peace. || 
How is this to bedone? Withdraw your army. | 
Have five hundred cavalry, if you will; but I || 
would rather have two hundred and fifty Texas | 
rangers, (such as I could raise,) than five hundred | 
of the best cavalry you could raise. I would | 
have five hundred infantry, so placed as to guard | 
the United States against Mexico, and for scout- 
ing purposes. I would have five trading houses i 
from the Rio Grande to the Red river for inter- 
course with the Indians. 1 would have a guard | 
of twenty-five men out of an infantry regiment, | 
at each trading house, who should be vigilant and || 
always on the alert. Cultivate intercourse with i 
the Indians. Show them that you have comforts || 
to exchange for their peltries; Ste them around | 
you; domesticate them, familiarize them with |] 
ourselves. Let them see that you are rational Hi 
eings, and they will become rational in imitation | 
of you; but take no whisky there at all, not even || 
for the officers, for fear their enerosity should let | 
itout. Do this, and you sill have peace with the || 
Indians. Whenever you convince an Indian that | 
he is dependent on you for comforts, or for what | 
he deems luxuries or elegancies of life, you attach 
him to you. Interest, it is said, governs the 
world, and it will soon ripen into affection. Inter- 
course and kindness will win the fiercest animal 
on earth except the hyena, and its spots and nature || 


| 








|| dealings of the Government with the Texas In- 


| policy. You should distribute your presents to 


|| this Government has ever done for her. 


_ natural that they should resist. Theirs is not a 
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| cannot be changed. The nature of an Indian can 
| be changed. He changes under adverse circum- 
stances, and rises into the dignity of a civilized 
being. If you war against him, it takes a gene- 
ration or two to regenerate his race, but it can be 
| done. I would have fields around the trading 
| houses. I would encourage the Indians to culu- 
| vatethem. Let them see how much it adds to 
their comfort; how it insures to their wives and 
children abundaut subsistence, and then you win 
the indian over to civilization; you charm him, 
and he becomes a civilized man. 
Sir, while people are seeking to civilize and 
christianize men on the banks of the Ganges, or 
| the Jordan, or in Burrampootah, why should not 
the same philanthropic influences be extended 
through society, and be exerted in behalf of the 


soul of aman on the Ganges, or in Jerusalem? 

Surely itis. Then let the American Government 

step torward; let it plant the standard of regenera- 

tion and civilization among the Indians, and it will 

attract the imitation of the citizens in their phi- 
| lanthropic efforts. I am willing to appeal to the 
venerable Senator from Michigan, who knows 
what an Indian is, and what his disposition is, 
perhaps more thoroughly than I do myself. To 
him would | defer, but to no other man, for a cer- 
tain and intimate knowledge of the Indian char- 
acter. 


There is another point in connection with the 


dians to which | will advert. There are the | 


Camanches of the woods, and the Camanches of | 
the prairie.* The Texas Indians do not receive 
their annuities in Texas, but they are brought into 
Kansas, a great distance from us, where they re- | 
ceive the munificence of the Government in their 
annuities, on the east of the Red river and the 
Arkansas. What is the consequence? The 
believe Texas is not their friend or that the Fed- 
eral Government, from their crude notions of it, | 
would pay them in Texas, and would not make 
them travel over rivers, and through trackless 
rairies, to receive their presents. They return to 
Texas, not with feelings of respect for the benefits 
they receive, but with contempt. This is bad 


the ‘l'exas indians; in Texas. Her territory is 
broad enough; her domain is fertile enough; her 


character is high enough to justify you in doing || 


so. She has done much for herself—more than 


In order to treat withthe Indians properly, as 
I have said, you should take away your troops, 
except the portion I have stated. ‘I'he Indians, 
all but a few tribes, the Osages, Kiowas, the | 
Caddoes, and, I believe, some of the Osages, are 
disposed to be hostile. As to the disaffection of 
the Siouxs, I look on it only as an uprising to | 
resist aggression. They were fired on by artillery 
and smail arms, without provocation, and itis but | 


confederation to assail the whites, but to protect 
themselves. I justify them in doing it. I am 
sorry there is a necessity for it; but if 1 were upon 
their border, and they proposed a confederacy to 
repel cruelty and butchery, | would join them; 
and he would be a dastard who would not. 
When gentlemen speak of a war upon the In- 


| American Indian? Is not the soul of an Ameri- | 
can Indian, in the prairie, worth as much as the | 
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the opportunity of glancing at, accom 
snnual report of the Someiaien of I . 
airs. One from a gentleman who n 
aseat in the other Honea, {Mr. Wuirrieny je 
ified me exceedingly. I have had the yy 
seeing him but once since my arrivaj. | ~ “ 
him, when a youth, in Tennessee, and he has aon 
than met my expectations; though then they w n 
| not indifferent. He has proved himself to oo 
/Mman of fine perceptions, of excellent judgmen 
and of good heart. He has Capacity to treat with 
and to reclaim the Indians; and, 1 doubt not th 
he and other gentlemen who could be associat a 
with him, could go to the Indians with five ve 
dred troops, if you please—not march through th : 
Indian country, but send word to the chiefs; * 
them know they had a force, and there is Nota chief 
who has had any relations with the United States’ 
but would come forward willir ly, make treaties, 
| and maintain them in good faith. But you mus, 
| establish trading houses; you must protect them 
/and then you may command the Indians abso. 
| lutely, and you will have no murders Upon your 
| roads. 

Sir, would it not be much wiser to send a few 
wagons with presents than to send an army ?} 
Would not the object be effected much Booner by 
sending commissioners under the control of the 
Government with presents? The Executive and 
Senate are the treaty-making power, and all tha 
is necessary for Congress to do, is to make an 
appropriation for the purpose. Would it not be 
‘| much easier to take a few vehicles to transport 
| presents to the Indians, and would not the object 
of attaining and preserving peace be much sooner 
effected in this way than by an army? While 
you were clothing and equipping your army, and 
marching it there, the Indians might kill half the 
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|| people on the frontier. Your army would have 
|| to march thousands of miles to reach them ; but 
y || commissioners could go quietly along, with four 


or five hundred troops, or as many as might be 
| necessary ; { would leave that to their discretion; 
I would select men of capacity for fighting as well 


| a8 for treating. Send such men, and there will 


be no trouble in bringing about peace. My life 
upon it, five millions of dollars would suffice to 
civilize every Indian who has ever been in treaty 
with the United States, and settle him in a quiet 
and comfortable home. 

Some time since the present agent in Texas was 
ordered to lay off a section of country in that 
| State for the use of the Indians. He did so. He 
said to the fierce Camanches, ** Come here, my 
| brothers, and settle down.”’ They have done 0, 
|The Indians to whom I before alluded, who were 
driven off by the former agent, after robbing them 
of their horses, upon the assurances given at the 
return of the present worthy and intelligent agent, 
faithful to his trust, came back in perfect conf- 
dence, and set themselves to building their houses 
to shelter their women, old men, and children, 
while the warriors went out to kill game. There 
they are. The southern Camanches went within 
the border, and said, ‘* Let us settle;’’ but they 
were immediately told, through the influence of 
the Army, I suppose, that they must not settle 
there. I saw, not long since, a letter from a most 
intelligent gentleman, who said that the officer at 
Fort Belknap, with three companies of rangers, 





dians, have they considered the consequences? | 
You may succeed in killing their women and chil- 
dren, but it is a remarkable fact that you kill but 
very few of the warriors. Those who march with 
martial display upon the Indians, find them to- 
night at one point at dark; they may see the smoke 
of their fires; aud at dawn to-merrow they will be | 
fifty or seventy miles away, with their caravans, 
and every child and woman, not even a dog being 
left behind. What army that you could send of 
three thousand men, or any other number, could 
effect anything by making war upon the Indians? 


| icy o 
|| lest the military gentleman in command of the 
| fort, in order to gain laurels and acquire glory, and 


| and two of angyints was daily expecting to make 


a descent on the poor Indiana who had been eet- 
tled there by the agent, under the pledges of the 
| Government, which promised them that they 
should have a country where they should throw 
away the arts of the wild and the red man, and 
become domestic, agricultural, and civilized in 
their yaeee They have acquiesced in that pol- 

the Government, but are in constant dread 


do honor to this profession, may make a descent 
with the regulars and volunteers, or rangers, upon 





Why, sir, it would be like the redoubtable exploit | 
of the celebrated King of France, who “ with forty 
thousand men marched up a hill, and then marched 
down again.” (Laughter.} Yes, sir, that I pre- 
dict would be the history of such a campaign. 

To accomplish the object here contemplated, it 


| is proposed to spend $5,000,000. As I have said 


before, that amount of money would civilize ever 
Indian on the continent, if you sent men of intel. 
ligence and capacity among them todo it. Ihave 
been delighted with the reports which I have had 


the poor Indians. If intelligence of such a descent 
should arrive, I should not be surprised. [ shall 
be distressed, to be sure; but it will only be one 
of a thousand distresses which I have felt at the 
wrongs inflicted on the Indians. 

I have before spoken, Mr. President, of the talk 
as to the Army being applied to the defense of 
Texas. What is the efficiency of that Army? 
There are three companies at Fort Belknap. 
What force do Ae suppose they have? They 
have the incredible amount of efficient force, (and 
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~ t of them on the alert, 





reconnoitring and scout- 
ing) of just sixty men. There were sixty men 
out of three companies Now, how many men | 
constitute a company ? 

Mr. SHIELDS. Sixty#our. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. They have not one-third of || 
he requisite number. ‘Lhe amount at a fort || 
aa there are two companies, is thirty men. 
This is the protection you afford to Texas. The 

ding general of that military department, 
commanding g ; 

| before stated, has said, that an Indian shall 
or come within twenty miles of the forts, or he 

ill be shot. Well, sir, I should feel a little tick- 
i h were Lin his position, and had so small a force. 
pe be wise in this officer to keep the Indians 
stadistance. If hecan keep them twenty miles 
off, they will never attack his forts. e have 
no efficient force in Oregon. I have discovered in || 
jooking over the reports that at the fort, at the || 
ferry house, where the massacre of such unpre- 
cedented atrocity took place, there were but four 
soldiers. This is the protection your Army 
affords! ; +8 . 

Now, sir, is it politic to increase the regular 
force of the United States? To govern a country | 
well, where intelligence predominates over selfish- | 
ness snd interest, | think the smaller the army is || 
the better. | have had some experience in that; || 
and it does seem to me that the army is rather a |, 

fine little thing kept for show than any useful pur- 

pose. It is very well to take care of arms and 
ordnance stores, and army stores which would be 
useful in time of war. It is necessary, I think, 
to have an army for that purpose. You may 
have as great a stock of science as you please; 
but it does not follow that you are bound to make |, 
an officer of every gentleman you educate at West || 

Point. [do not think it would be wise policy to 

extend the Army to suit the establishment of the | 

Military Academy, but rather the Military Acad- | 

emy to the interests and exigencies of the country. 

That is my opinion about the Army. 

The nominal number of the Army is fourteen 
thousand. There is not a vacancy, I presume, for 
an officer in the whole service. According to the || 
data | have before me, and the items I have given, 
1 suppose there are about four thousand five hun- 
dred men intheservice. To make the actual pum- || 
ber of fourteen thousand complete, you would 
have to make the nominal force three times four- 
teen thousand. Let the head of the Department 
show that they can keep this establishment per- 
fect before they go to ingrafting new limbs on it, 
in its present imperfect condition. Let the trunk 
be sound before you graft it. I know that the 
officers will never be less than the establishment; 
and if the soldiers be less than the establishment, 
it shows that it is too large, and ought rather to 
be reduced. Whenever we see that the present 
establishment is kept in order, and the requisite 
namber of men to make it complete, always in the 
service, it will commend itself to consideration; 
and if a greater amount of force or a larger estab- 
lishment be necessary, it would be acceded to. I 
do not, however, now see any necessity for it. If 
you increase it, it will never get less. We know 
that, even when the Army is increased in time of 
war, there is difficulty in reducing it to a peace 
establishment afterwards. It has always been the 
case, and always will be, that a man, by once 
holding an office temporarily, acquires a claim to 
it which is enforced by relatives and friends; and 
the Army thereby will become an eye-sore to the 
people and a carbuncle upon the bod y-politic. 

it may be asked, sir, how I would furnish pro- 
tection to the emigrants who travel on the plains 
to California and Oregon. I would fix a proper 
season at which they should take their departure 
from Fort Laramie. I would have them depart 
in companies, each company consisting of about 
one thousand emigrants. Oat of tiese one thou- 
sand, the usual proportion would be about two 
hundred and fifty men. I would give them a 
ps of two hundred and fifty more, making five 
undred men to each company. I would have 
them start in three several bodies in the course of 
the year, 80 that they should accomplish the trip | 
Properly, and let them start at such distances that 
they should not be more than one hundred miles 
apart. In this way they would be enabled to 1 
march across the plains without difficulty. I || 
ae a fort e each end of the road to pre- | 

vent the passage of a company incompetent to 
defend themselves, and not fet hen waticwndes to | 
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cross the wilderness alone. This is the course 
which | would pursue, and, I think, in this way 


| perfect security would be given to the emigrants. 


Thus, if our citizens would make the venture, 
they would have an escort and a protection capa- 
ble of resisting all the Indian power which might 
come upon them. 
Sir, in the course of my remarks I have said 
some things which might seem to bear upon the 
officers of the Army asaclass. My partialities 


| for military men, and for gentlemen of the Army, | 


are of a character not to be doubted. I know their | 
high-toned feeling, their honorable bearing, and | 
their chivalry; and when | commented upon some | 


| of them, | only spoke of such as brought them- | 


selves within the purview of my remarks by im- | 
propriety of conduct, deserving the reprobation of 
every man who appreciates honorable feelings, | 
integrity, and truthfulness. As a class, however, | 
I admire and respect them. I have experienced | 
their hospitalities. Once I enjoyed their associa- | 
tion with pleasure; and my recoilections of early 
habits, formed in their companionship, always | 
mark a verdant spot in memory’s waste. It is 
onty the guilty and the culpable that | condemn. 
Sir, | believe the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs has withdrawn that | 
portion of the amendment relating to the appoint- 
ment of three commissioners to treat with the In- 
dians. I have, therefore, nothing to say about that | 


| proposition, as it is one of the things which are 
|gone by. But, Mr. President, if we wish to do 


good to the Indians, we have it in our power; if 


| we wish to destroy them, we can starve them out. 
| If we intend to save them, we can do it by appeal- | 


ing to their best feelings. There is one pathway 
to an Indian’s heart. If you show him that con:- 


| forts and benefits are to result to his wife and | 
children, you may command him absolutely and 


he yields implicitly. He has no opposing thought | 
to their interest. I have always seen that if you 
could impress an Indian with the conviction that 
comfort and security would inure to his squaw 
and pappooses, from the adoption of a particular 
policy, he would submit to it. My colleague {Mr. 
Rusx,] knows that this is the way to the heart of 
an Indian. The proudest warrior is humiliated at 
the thought of his wife and little ones being in the 


| least uncomfortable. Whenever an Indian intends 


to conciliate the whites, he brings his family and 
settles as near as he can to a fort or agency, and 
says ‘‘here are the hostages I give you for my 
fidelity to you; if | do wrong, | know they will 
suffer; they are dearer to me than my life.’”’ The | 
Indians can be brought around trading-houses. 
I have lost all hope of the stations in Texas | 
doing any good. I would not have more than | 
twenty-five men at a trading house to give protec- 
tion, in the event of any ebullition among the In- 
dians of a violent character. It would be entirely 
accidental if such a necessity happened around the 
trading houses, as to require protection to be given 
to the caravans emigrating to California and Ore- 
gon. I would encourage the Indians in the arts 
of peace. You need no armies; you need no In- 
dian allies to butcher them. All you have to do 


is to maintain your faith in carrying out the trea- | 
ties which have been made, and not directly or | 


indirectly encourage men to violate every princi- 


ple of honor and humanity, and deride even faith | 


itself. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, as 
a member of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
who concurred in the amendment which has been 
submitted by the Senator from Illinois, the chair- 
man of that committee, I feel that it is my duty, 
not only to the chairman, but to myself, to express 
to the Senate, as briefly as I may, the reasons 
which influenced my judgment in assenting to the 
proposition submitted by him. 

Pap emeuianent of the Committee on Military 
Affairs is moved on the recommendation of the 
President of the United States, sustained by a 
communication from the Secretary of War. At 


this point, sir, | may be allowed to say that this | 


debate is one very anomalous in the history of 
a I confess that | find myself some- 
what embarrassed, when | stand here to advocate 
& proposition emanating directly from the head of 
an Administration to which 1 am known to be 
opposed in its general policy, and the introduction 
of which into office, | strenuously resisted. My 
position is somewhat anomalous when I behold 


those gentlemen who were so active, energetic, and | 











clamorous in giving being and existence to this 
Administration, standing out in bold opposition 
and defiance to its suggestions. Why, sir, instead 
of finding the distinguished Senator trom Texas 
in the very van—instead of perceiving his white 
plume leading on the Administration forces upon 
this great question—we find him in opposition to 
the Administration. | confess, this strikes me with 
much astonishment. Great as is this astonish- 
ment, itis notat all lessened by another fact—that 
I behold the distinguished Senator from Virginia, 
the right arm of this Administration, standing out 
in opposition to one of its recommendations. Under 
such circumstances, it is with the utmost deference 
that | attempt to say a word in vindication of this 
proposition. 

1 am very happy that the seeming misunder- 
standing between my friends and colleagues on 
the committee, the Senator from Illinois and the 
Senator from California, has been removed this 
morning. The difference was more seeming than 
real. There was not, in point of fact and sub- 
stance, any real difference between them. That 
has been adjusted; and I come now to consider 
very briefly the reasons and circumstances under 
which this recommendation of the committee has 
been presented to the Senate. 

You will remember, sir, that but a few days 
ago we received from the Chief Executive of the 
nation, whose peculiar province and duty it is, 
under the Constitution, to take cognizance of the 
safety and interests of the country, so far as its 
defenses are concerned, a communication, in which 
he advised us—of what? The fact that he had 
received such information from the officers of the 
Government as to satisfy his mind that, unless 
some speedy action were taken by the Congrese 
of the United States, Indian hostilities of the most 
terrific character were to be expected upon our 
borders. In view of the imminency of the danger 
which imperiled us, and in the solemn discharge 
of one of the highest responsibilities devolved upon 
the Executive, he felt himself constrained to in- 
form Congress of that fact; and, as a means of 
protecting the interest of the country, of guarding 
its safety, and of preserving the lives of its citi- 
zens, he called on Congress, in the most earnest 
and impressive manner, to place at his disposal a 
force sufficient to avert these evils. 

Now, sir, lL ask you, and I ask every Senator 
here, whether a communication such as that, 
coming to us with all the solemnities and sanc- 
tions with which it comes, is not entitled, at least, 
to respectful consideration. When gentlemen rise 
in the Senate, and tell us that there is no necessity 
for such an armed force, they come in direct coi- 
lision with the President of the United States, and 
assume to know more than he does upon this 
delicate and important subject, though it is his 
province and his duty to know and understand 
the whole question. 

The matter does not stop there. The President 
of the United States, in the exercise of a power 
conferred on him by the Constitution and the 
laws, has selected a gentleman to preside over the 
military department of the Government. In his 
wisdom and judgment he has selected a gentleman 
whom he believes to be eminently qualified for the 
discharge of the duties of the station. The whole 
country have acquiesced in that decision. It haa 





'| been considered that the appointment was judi- 


ciously made. Then, when that officer, the second 
in command, so far as we are concerned, comes 
and says to us, that there is a necessity for im- 
mediate action, should we doubt it? I will réad 
his own language, and | beg to commend it to my 
friends on the other side of the Chamber, who 
differ from the President and the Secretary of War 
on this subject, and who assume to know more 
than they have dared to communicate to us. In 
his communication, the Secretary of War says: 
‘¢ Since the date of that report, intelligence received from 


| officers on the frontier, and throug: the Department of the 


Interior from Indian agents, and other sources, show that 
the Indians of the western prairies and mountains are in 
hostile and defiant attitude, that several of those tribes 
have entered into combinations for the purpose of making 
ageneral war upon the whites during the approaching 
spring and summer, and that those tribes can bring into the 
field from four to six or eight thousand warri rs. Had the 
increase of the Army, which was urged in my report of 
December, 1853, been, at an early period, authorized, the 


| foree at the disposal of the Department would have been 


sufficient to prevent these combinations, and, in all proba- 


| bility, would have preserved the lives of many valuable cit- 


izens from Indian massacre. This measure, however, has 
net been acted on, and at this advanced period, should the 





E 


2 Sys INPRO P 


eB ES 


SS 


— 


eer; 


ee 


— separ ET 
ae. ELE PTR Vas A 


9 Obie owe 
ab re 


{22 





rope aee 


AA2 





bills, now pending in Congress, be passed, it will be found | 


too late to organize a regular enlisted force, and place it in 


povition in season to prevent the anticipated atiack, or to 
suppress it until after much mischief shall have been done. 
The only course now left to the Department in anticipation 


of the proposed increase, ia the employment of a volunteer 
force to codperate with such of the regular troops as can be 
collected for the present emergency, and it is accordingly 
recommended that authority be asked of Congress to call 
into service three thousand mounted volunteers, to be 
organized iuto companies, squadrons and battalions, and 
to serve sor a period of eighteen months, unless sooner dis- 
charged.”’ 


Thus, we find ourselves informed by the Secre- 
tary of War that the danger is so imminent as to 
make it his duty, under the suggestions of the 
President of the United States, to ask Congress 
to place at the disposal of the President an armed 


force of three thousand volunteers, in order to | 
preserve the peace, defend the frontier, and protect | 


the lives of our citizens. Now, sir, Lask you, and | 


ask every Senator here,whether we are prepared to | 
take the responsibility of presuming to know more | 
upon the subject than those whose peculiar busi- | 


ness it isto be informed upon it? Has the Pres- 


ident of the United States misinformed Congress? | 


Has the Secretary of War misrepresented the 


facts of the case? If so, there may be some justifi- | 
cation or pretext for setting aside the recommen- | 
dation which he makes; but he tells you, under | 


all the responsibilities which attach to him, not 


only as a gentleman, but as a person high in the | 


confidence of this Government, that he has such 


information, derived from various sources, as ren- | 
dere it perfectly certain to his mind, that such a | 
force a8 we propose to grant is essential to the 


preservation of the peace, the honor, and thesafety 
of the country. Are gentlemen prepared to take 
the responsibility of setting aside this testimony, 
and, without any better means of information than 
is possessed by the President and the Department 
of War, say they will not grant to them that 
which they ask? 

Mr. President, ever since I have had the honor 
of a seat in this body, I have been a member of 
the Committee on Military Affairs; and from the 
first session I have been here, if | am not greatly 
mistaken, the committee have been urging on the 
Congress of United States, the importance, the 
necessity, of an increase of the Army. If you 
will refer to the reports and speeches made by the 
chairman of the committee, you will find that he 
assumed the very ground which is now occupied; 
and the very contingency which he predicted, is 
now upon us. You were told three years ago— 
and the warning has been reiterated at every ses- 
sion since then—-that unless you increased the 
Army, and gave the Department men enough to 








the responsibility? For myself, sir, | am not 
ready to take that responsibility. If that blood is 
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the result, | wish to know who is ready to take not to be under the same man? 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to be upon the skirts of anybody, let it notbe upon | 


mine. And,when the Senator from Texas speaks | 


so feelingly and eloquently of the wrongs per- 
petrated upon the red man, I would that [ had a 


power and an eloquence equal to his, that [ might | 


portray some of the cruelties, some of the enor- 
mities, and some of the barbarities which his 
cherished red men have perpetrated upon white 
American men, women, and children, whom they 
have slaughtered in cold blood. There is no tear 
| of sympathy for the white man, and for his wife 
and innocent children slaughtered by the savages; 
but there are rivers, oceans, of tears for the wrongs 
of the red man. 
lam not here to legislate for Indians. I am 
| here to legislate for white folks and negroes, and 
not for Indians. I have no Indian constituency, 
and | confess that I have no great sympathy for 
them. WhenI remember their barbarities in my 
| own State, when [ see there the graves made by 
their hands, this heart of mine has no warm, im- 
| pulsive feeling for them; 1 would do them no 
wrong; I would give them all the protection which 
can be accorded to them; but I would protect our 
own citizens againstthem. They should perpe- 
trate no outrage upon our citizens if I could avert 
it. Now, when they are banding together, and 
organizing themselves into a formidable force of 
eight thousand or ten thousand warriors, and we 
come here and ask that a force of three thousand 
volunteers shall be sent there to protect American 
| citizens, we are told that it is nonsense; that there 
|| is no use for it at all, and that if we send a few 
| traders there, and do not send any whisky, and 
| bring the Indians around our posts, cultivate 
| peace with them, and keep our army at home, 
there will be no trouble. Well, sir, lam not a 
|| military man, as you know, and | should not pre- 
| tend—I suppose it would be a piece of arrogance 
in me—to differ from the distinguished Senator 
'| from Texas; and I do not, therefore, advance any 
'| opinion of my own on the subject; but I take the 
|| opinion of the President of the United States and 
|| his Secretary of War, and I state that as against 
|| the opinion of the distinguished Senator from 
|| Texas. 
‘|| The Senator says, that all we have to do with 
| the Indians is, to cultivate peaceful relations with 
| them. Well, sir, has not that been the policy of 
| this Government ever since we have been a Gov- 
|| ernment? He certainly knows that. He knows 
| more of the Indian character than I know, expect 
| to know, or ever desire to know—for I have no 


protect the frontier, Indian hostilities would in- || particular affinities for them. He says, himself, 


evitably be the result. 


Now, when they are upon || that he knows more about the Indian character 


us, gentlemen stand back and say they will not || than any man now living, except the distinguished 


furnish the force immediately necessary, but will | 
allow an increase of the regular Army. If that | 
increase of the regular Army could be immedi- | 
ately rendered efficient and available, I should, | 
‘myself, be in favor of that plan; but the Secretary | 


of War says it is impossible to organize regular | 


forces and bring them into the field in time to avert |) 


the impending storm. If there be any blame 
things, it attaches to the Congress of the United | 
States, and not to the President, or Secretary of | 
War, and certainly not to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, of which I am an humble member. 
We have asked you, from year to year, to increase 
the Army, expressly on the ground that, in its 
extsting organization, in point of numbers, the 
Army is, and has been, wholly insufficient to 
afford to the frontier that protection which the 
emergencies of the country require. Now, when 
the misfortune is upon you, when the calamity is 
at your door, you retreat and fall back on the 
proposition which you have rejected for the last 
three years. 

Sir, we are told by the President and his Secre- 


tary of War, that they learn with certainty, from || 


the most relitble sources—from officers of the 
Army, Indian agents, and others—that such a 
combination is going on among the Indian tribes 
on the frontier, as to make it indispensable for our 
peace and safety to send an armed force there 
speedily. Suppose we refuse to accede to the, 
proposition which they make, and the calamity 
which is apprehended should come upon the 
“ountry; and blood-shed, massacre, and slaughter, 
the butchery of women and children, should be 





| Senator from Michigan. I believethat to be true, 
| and therefore I shall not be guilty of the temerity, 
| the rashness, the insolence, if you please, of 
daring to express an opinion adverse to that of 
| the distinguished Senator from Texas in regard 
| to Indian character. But I shall be permitted to 


say, (and I hope I shall not expose myself to his 


|| anathemas in saying it,) that I think all our efforts 
attaching to anybody for the present condition of || 


at civilization have, to say the least of them, been 
crowned with limited success. My opinion—not 
entitled to much consideration I grant—is, that 
you may exhaust all the stores of benevolence, 
you may exhaust all the stores of human sympa- 
thy and human kindness, in your attempts to civ- 
| ilize the Indian, and at last he will be an Indian 
still. But grant that the estimate formed of them 
by the Senator from Texas be correct. While 
you are attempting to civilize them, if you see 
them banding esther in a hostile attitude, in a 
manner calculated to alarm the fears of the coun- 
| try, will you, under a vague and indefinite notion 
| of sympathy, stand back and refuse to put your- 
| selves in a position to defend yourselves against an 
attack, if it shall be made upon you? 

Something has been said about the danger of 
sending out volunteers. I do not remember who 
said that; but I ask the question, and I would like 
some Senator to tel! me, where is the difference 
| between that and raising new regulars and sending 
|them out! You are afraid to send volunteers. 
Why? Because, you say, they are impetuous, 
| they are headlohg, they are impulsive; they go 
out to fight, and fight they will. Well, then, if 
| fighting men are not wanted we ought not to raise 
|them. But who is to command them? Are they 
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force? The honorable Senator from Viegas 
ommends that we shall, at once, raise wo oe 
ments, to be regulars, and send them upon tt, 
duty. He is afraid to trust the impetuous ches ‘ 
ter of the volunteer. In what will one of tho” 
new regulars differ from a volunteer? He will 
a new recruit taken from just the same line . 
the volunteer comes from. He will bea vol - 
teer, in one sense, for five years, while the ties 
would be volunteers for eighteen months. I ask 
you, if you havea particle more protection emia 
the enthusiasm of character in the volunteer in 
the one case than in the other. If you want t 
avoid this impetuosity of character, this eXcita, 
bility of temperament, take your old regulars aoe. 
and do not wait to raise new troops at two o, 
three months’ warning, and send them out: be. 
cause they will not have been in the service en 
enough to have been drilled and trained; they wil 
not have seen duty enough to fit them for the calm 
and quiet details of military life. 

The Senator from Texas objects, again, to this 
proposition. He says that this recommendation 
is a pretext, and that it is to end in a war; and 
he is utterly opposed to the proposition, because 
he is sure that, if we send out three thousand yo). 
unteers under the direction of the President, of. 
cered by officers of the regular Army, war must 
inevitably result from it. ‘That may be true, Mr. 
President. I cannot tell. I should deplore it xs 
much as that honorable Senator himself. But jf 
he has these fears and these apprehensions, js jt 
enough to shield him, is it enough to satisfy hig 
judgment and conscience, that it is not our dut 
to afford protection to American citizens? Yoy 
are afraid that their impetuosity will lead us into 
a war with the Indians. I may fear it, and de. 
plore it; but that fear is not enough to deter me 
from giving protection to our own citizens. The 
Indian war, he seems to think, isan error. Now, 
sir, in view of that very fact, in view of that ve 
apprehension, the Committee on Military Affairs 
submit to you a proposition—and what is it? |t 
is, that the President shall be authorized to ap. 
point three commissioners. We do not pretend 
to limit the President in the selection of those coni- 
missioners. Some have said that commissioners 
have heretofore failed; that may be so; and that 
they ought to be taken from those who are con- 
ected with the Indian Department. The hon- 
orable Senator from Texas alluded to a gentleman 
in the other branch of Congress from my State, 
and said, send him there. If I understand the 
allusion—and I apprehend I do—I agree fully with 
the Senator from Texas, and if I were the Pres 
ident of the United States, authorized to appoint 
the commissioners, I should select that gentleman; 
and I am willing to trust end believe that the Pres- 
ident will dothe same thing. I have perfect con- 
fidence in his capacity, and in hisknowledge upon 
that subject, and his peculiar fitness for the posi- 
tion. But, sir, it was to obviate the very danger 
that the Senator from Texas seems to fear, that 
we propose that the President shall appoint three 
commissioners, either to go with the army, or to 
precede thearmy. When we have taken the only 
step which the Senator says it is necessary to take; 
when we have taken the step which he says is 
all sufficient; if that be true, then there is no danger 
of war. His argument utterly fails, then, it seems 
tome. He is afraid of war; and he says, send 
commissioners. Very well; we agree to that; we 
want to avert the war, and we prepose to send 
commissioners. But suppose they fail? If they 
succeed, all is right, all is well; we shall have 
peace and quiet. But, Mr. President, suppose 
they fail, and war, with all its atrocity, comes 
upon us. ThenI wantto know where the respon- 
sibility will attach ? + 

lam, Mr. President, as much opposed as any 
man to extending the power or the patronage of 
the Executive arm of this Government. 1 am as 
much oqpeens as any man to any conflict or inter- 
ference between the separate departments of he 
Government. WhileI would repulse, with every 
means in my power, by indignation and protest, 
and by all honorable means the slightest encroach- 
ment upon the legislative department, or its func- 
tions by the executive, [ would, at the same time, 


defend the executive in the proper discharge of 
its functions. The President has performed his 
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rofoundest respect, that, in my opinion, it never 


| horrors of Indian barbarity and bloodshed. 
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oat . the country, under his responsibility, so | the President, and the Secretary of War concur, | 


far as this recommendation goes, and I mean to | 
ar as 


‘t. in ita spirit and in its letter. If he is not |, 

stand by it, in Its Sp He is a || | 
| is wanted upon the border of Texas; he admits | 

and if we take it upon ourselves to disregard | ! 
rnings, and the admonitions and testimony | 


“yemed; who pught to be informed? 


calla officer of the Government as youare and I | 


sw 
am, 


binich he sends here, I think we shall be taking 


werous step—one that may involve us | 
. ae and al to melancholy disasters. 
” The Senator from Texas spoke, with his usual | 
feeling and eloquence, of the wrongs committed 
ypon the Indians. He ave us a beautiful treat- 
‘ a upon Indian faith and Indian character. I have 
© no doubt, Mr. President, that this very address | 
which has been delivered to us Se will be | 
read in after time with infinite interest by many 
whoare yetunborn. I say, asa treatise, it was 
beautiful, but he must allow me to say, with the 


hed the question. What have we to do with 

indian ‘bueuer on this subject? What have 

} we to do with the history of the Indians under the 
{ administration of that distinguished Senator as 


President of the Republic of Texas? That is not 


ion. Those things have passed awa | 
: CE eae t it || cewad etent eal, 


and are become part of the history of the country. 
| We may read them with infinite pleasure and de- | 
> light, as we do; but, sir, itis a very feeble argu- 
ment (I say itrespectfully ) against the proposition 
made to raise a force to save the country from the 


The Senator says, if you want to preserve 
peace with the Indians in Texas, you must not 
take them away to a distance to pay them their 
annuities. 1 know nothing about that. You may 
pay them anywhere you please; and if the Sena- 
tor will satisfy the President that it is best to pay 
them in Texas, I take it for granted the President 
will have it done there; but, to save my life, I 
cannot see the difference, whether the annuities 
are paid on the one side of the line or the other. 
It is enough for them to know that they get the 
money, and that this Government has acted in | 
good faith,and carried out their treaty stipula- 
tions. 

He says, however, that another difficulty arises 


in the defense of the frontier, which gives us a || 


reat deal of trouble—the utter incompetency or 
imbecility of that particular branch of the service 


which appertains to the command of the Army | 


there. I am not sure that | know who is in com- 
mand there; but if I do, it is Persifer Smith. The 
Senator paysa very high and deserved compliment 
to the military service and the distinguished ability 
of Persifer Smith as a military leader and hero; 
but, after all, while he knows everything about 
civilized warfare, when he comes to whipping In- 
dians he isa merechild. That, I think, will be 
news to the people of Texas. I do not know how 
that is; but if he is incompetent for his situation, 
the President ought to remove him; that is the 
President’s duty. If he is not fit for the place, 
let the President be advised of it, and send some | 
man there who is competent. I take it for granted, 
however, that Persifer Smith is competent for any 





in civilized or savage warfare; and I think | should 
be willing to trust him; but if he is not, recall him, | 
and send somebody else. 


The Senator wants to protect the frontier, as |, 


everybody does, and he gives us hisplan. Now, 
Mr. President, | like that plan pretty well in some 
things, and in others I do not exactly see how I | 
can reconcile the various positions be assumes. 

He says he can protect the emigrants, in the first 
place, how? By starting three trains at an in- 
terval of a hundred miles apart, putting two hun- 
dred and fifty soldiers to each train. 
that will take seven hundred and fifty soldiers upon | 
the line to California, and an equal number of 
seven hundred and fifty upon the line to Oregon. 
Then you have fifteen hundred men raised, for 


what purpose? Raised fi j i 
piowy! be sed for the identical purpose 


| 


| 


| the additional fifteen hundred, outside of the fifteen | 
_ is too large a force for that purpose? The only || 


| Senator from Texas and that of the President, is 
| between fifteen hundred and three thousand men; 
, and I will show, from the Senator’s own remarks 
| that the number which he advocates would not do. | 


| grant trains to California and Oregon. 
| tells us about a massacre that occurred in Oregon; | 
} and what does he tell us? What was the cause of | 
| that massacre, or rather, why was it not averted | 
|| and prevented ? 
|| men in the fort on duty. There is an argument || 

| that cannot be answered in favor of increasing the 


| sarily and improperly brought on a war, the in- 
| defense there of a regular military force. 


| same, and the point which I make is.this: If we 


|| cannot rely upon the regular force, because they | 


| cannot be brought into the field in time to avert | 
| the danger. 


| 


| are a little wrong. 





| train I believe to contain a thousand—two hundred | 
/and fifty soldiers to protect them. 
| have two hundred and fifty soldiers for every | 
| thousand emigrants. 


| find that the three thousand will be a mere fraction 


| sibly 


at least, in that particular. Theremaining fifteen 
hundred, I presume, the Senator says ought not 


to be raised. Why not? He admits protection 


that protection is wanted elsewhere. 
Then is it not going a little too far to say, that | 


hundred that he accepts for the emigrant trains, 


difference between the recommendation of the 


. 

| 
He wants fifteen hundred men to protect the emi- || 
Then he 


He tells us that we had but four | 


rmy. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the Senator will permit | 
me, there are several inaccuracies in his apprehen- 
He says that the cause of | 
those Indians breaking the ferry house, was that | 
there were but four troops in Oregon. It was not | 
at all a want of atrocity on their part; but at the 
fort at which the agent took up his residence there 
were only four men; and when they had unneces- 


habitants had to suffer from it, as they had no | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 





The point is the 


had had a sufficient military force there, that mas- 

sacre would have been averted; and that very | 
argument shows to my mind, conclusively, the | 
necessity and importance of increasing your mili- 
tary force. When you rely upon your regular 
force, it is found to be insufficient. The President 
tells you, through the Secretary of War, that you | 





But I think the figures of my friend from Texas | 
He is great on the Indians; | 
but I do not think his figures are good. He says | 
that he would give to each of these trains—each 


Then you | 





I understand that last year | 
there were twenty thousand emigrants; and if | 
you give two hundred and fifty soldiers to each | 
thousand, instead of having an addition of three 
thousand to your army, you will have five 
thousand; so, that if the Senator’s figures are car- 
ried out and you make the calculation, you will 


of the nuntber necessary to protect the trains. 
1 understand from the Senator from California, | 
(Mr. We ter,] that they had as many as forty | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


rv | thousand emigrants. Then,according to the ratio | 
military position which may be assigned him either || 


assumed by the Senator from Texas, we must | 
have ten thousand volunteers to go there to pro- | 
tect them. 

But, in, the Senator says that, our army is | 
already fourteen thousand strong, and I infer, | 
therefore, he is opposed to its increase. Without | 
an explanation, an improper impression might be | 
made upon the public mind in regard to it. Osten- | 
the American army is fourteen thousand | 


| strong; but what is the real army? What is the 


| 


Well, sir, || having the authority of the greatest military cap- 


actual force in service at any one time? I under- | 
‘take to say, from the best information, I believe, 


| tain, not only of this country bu’ of the world, 
| that it does not exceed ten thousand men. A de- 
‘ficit of four thousand at least, will always be 
| found occasioned by death, expiration of time, 


| and desertion; and while the army is nominally 


and there the President and the Senator from || thousand. 





exas agree precisely. The President says, and | 


the Secretary endorses him, he wants to prevent || I ought to say on this subject. 


Mr. President, perhaps I have said as much as 


resident recommends in his message, || fourteen thousand, it is really not more than ten | 


I thought it due | 


this Indian war, these Indian aggressions, and || to myself, and the committee, to vindicate the | 


afford presen for the emigrants. They ask for | 
three thousand men to do all this. The Senator 
from Texas says fifteen hundred men will protect 
the emigrants. Admit it to be true, and I have no 
doubt it is true, then the Senator from Texas,and 


course which we felt ourselves constrained to take. 
I shall not be charged, I hope, with desiring to 








above party. It is a question respecting the 
defence of the country; and, sir, | belong to that 
class of politicians—and I hope ever to belong to 
it—who are ready to vote the last man in the 
United States, and the last dollar in the National 
Treasury, to vindicate its honor, or to preserve 
the lives and fortunes of ite citizens. If it takes 
$3,000, [ will vote them: if it takes $500,000,000, 
I will vote them; if it takes thirty thousand men, 
or three hundred thousand men, to vindicate the 
honor of the country, or to protect the lives of its 
citizens, I am ready to vote them all, and take the 
responsibility. 1 have said all that | intended to 


Mr. HOUSTON. The honorable Senator from 
Tennessee, in the course of his remarks, has fallen 


|| into several errors; he certainly has misappre- 


hended me as to the import of my remarks about 
the force necessary to guard the emigrants. I 
estimated them, perhaps, at three thousand an- 
nually; I do not care whether it be three hundred 
or three hundred thousand; but in proportion as 
they are numerous, they will afford themselves 
efficient means of defense; and, according to my 
calculation, in twenty thousand there would be 
furnished five thousand fighting men. Then, as 
to a smallar force, if they were organized in the 
march, asmall addition of soldiers would be suffi- 
cient to give them all the protection that would be 
necessary. It is necessary to subdivide them into 


|| such companies as can corveniently travel to- 


gether, on account of grass, water, and other sup- 
plies that they must procure on the prairies. 

As to the Army and its efficiency, | remark, that 
if the Army were filled up to the amount that is 
necessary, it would take three times fourteen 
thousand nominally, to furnish an efficient force 
of fourteen thousand in the field. I estimate the 
efficient force at about one third of the number 
that appears on paper. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the Senator permit me 
interrupt him? 

Mr. HOUSTON. With great pleasure. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The legal or authorized force 
is a little over fourteen thousand, but the actual 
force is about eleven thousand. That disparity 
will always exist between the legal and the actual 
force, owing to death, sickness, disease, deser- 
tion, and the expiration of the time of enlistment. 

In passing over the plains, to which the honor- 
able Senator alludes, | understand from emigrants 
that it would be impossible to take them together 
in bodies of athousand men. They have to go in 
small parties, on account of grass, water, and 
other necessaries; and the smaller they are, the 
more convenient they are for the purposes of 
traveling. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then, Mr. President, for 
security, it will be necessary to keep encampments 
in sight from Fort Laramie until they reach Cali- 
fornia. If they are ever out of sight of a guard 
sufficient to protect them, they are liable to depre- 
dation. If small companies of only a hundred 
men can thus travel, they will travel at their own 
risk and go to their certain destruction, unless the 
Indians are conciliated; and that shows the neces- 
sity of conciliating the Indians. The honorable 
Senator from Tennessee says that it is an impera- 
tive necessity to send the army. He says if 
the commissioners fail, you must have recourse to 
chastisement, but if they succeed, the force of three 
thousand men will be unnecessary. 

The Senator kindly, and complimentarily said, 
I had not touched the subject. I will not say the 
same of him, for he has not only touched it, but 
he has entered into it so profoundly that in its 
depths he is undiscoverable. He wasso profound 
in hie observations, that he went beyond our com- 
prehension. But, Mr. President, my life upon it, 
and I do rot say it lightly, if from three hundred 
to five hundred men were taken by the three com- 
missioners; or, if they limited the r escort to forty, 
or fifty, or one hundred men, they would succeed 
in conciliating every Indian on this side of the 
Rocky mountains, if in the mean time the white 
men do notcommit aggression. If you send such 
discreet men as I can select, you can keep peace; 
and yet, upon the contingency that os may not 
succeed, you are to go to the expense of an army. 
But if we cannot keep up our present establish- 
ment of fourteen thousand complete and effective 


favor the pretensions, or to carry out the views, || for actual service, with all the resources of this 


of the present Administration. 1 do not think 
that there is any party in this question. 


It is | 


nation, its increased bounty, and pay, and rations, 
let us give up the army; let them go to more useful 
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employments. What is the use of talking about 
making the establishment commensurate with the 
present wants, if you cannot keep up the present 
establishment to the necessities and exigencies of 
the codntry? Let them do that, and expose the 
fallacy of the theory which says, that we must 
keep on increasing the Army until we get the 
requisite number to keep up to the established 
standard. Let them reduce the officers to the 
number of men. That is the way to doit. We 
must have some criterion to go by; and until we 
do it we shall never have an efficient Army. The 
Army is small enough. Its efficiency is the great 
object. Now, fourteen thousand men are suffi- 
cient for all the exigencies of the country; and we 
must have some mode to give the emigrants secu- 
rity, or they must go at their own hazards or 
adventure. I desire to give them protection. 
You have to rely upon the disposition of the In- 
dians for security to our emigrants. Unless you 
conciliate them, all the armies we can take will 
never give the emigrants protection. What kind 
of protection can you give to emigrants for a space 
of fifteen hundred or eighteen hundred miles. You 
can give no protection at any distance where 
the troops would be a mile apart, for the unpro- 
tected emigrants might be attacked and slaugh- 
tered before any succor could cometo them. Sir, 
it is the feelings of the Indians which you have to 
conciliate; it is their friendship, their confidence 
you must obtain. Treat them with justice.and 
Linesaliey, and a hundredth part of the money 
which you spend in supporting the Army will 
keep them faithful. They will not violate atreaty 
unless the aggression is commenced by the whites. 
A few outlaws of a tribe may, but in such a case 
the tribe will not sacrifice its annuities for the lives 
of outcasts. It will either execute them or hand 


them over to the military authority of the country || if that is not an argument perfectly conclusive, I | 


for condign punishment. 

In this way, a few examples would have an 
electric influence upon all the tribes, for they have 
a more direct communication than the United 
States Government possesses with all its mail 
facilities, until it establishes a telegraph. They 
carry intelligence a hundred miles in twenty-four | 
hours, and do you think that the laying off of this 
town in Kansas is not already communicated to 
every tribe of Indians in the prairies? Yes, it is; 
they know that the white man has told the In- 
dians, the Delawares, a lie; they know they have 
stolen their land; they know there is no faith to 
be reposed in them. Keep faith with them, send 
men who are wise and instructed in the Indian | 
disposition and character, and they will give you 
peace—my life upon it. You have not a solitary 
man between the Mississippi and the Pacific coast 
but knows that all the money in the Treasury 
lavished, will never give you peace or protection 
to the emigrants, until you have the confidence 
and the friendship of the Indians. Were you 
to pay ten thousand, or a hundred thousand, or 
two hundred thousand dollars to keep the troops 
there, they would render no aid of importance to 
the emigrants, unless you secure the friendship of 
the Indians. Whenever that is secured you will 
have peace, but as long as you rely on military 
force to give protection to the emigrants, you will 
not have peace. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senator from 
Texas falls back again upon his old subject. Ido 
not question anything he says about Indian char- | 
acter. 1 told him in the beginning, that I would 
not differ from him on that point. Butthe Senator 


says if we send the commissioners there with five || 


hundred men, he will lay down his life if they 
do not effect peace with the Indians. Now, Mr. 
President, there is nothing in the proposition of 
the committee that conflicts with that at all. The. 


committee recommend the appointment of three || 


commissioners; you may send them in advance | 
of the Army, or you may send them with five | 
hundred men, or with one hundred men; but I | 
say again, we must provide for the safety of the | 
country in the possibility of a failure. The Sen- | 
ator’s saying that he believes the commissioners | 
would succeed, does not secure that result. I | 
have no doubt he believes it sincerely; but where 
interests so vast and important as these are sus- 
pended, it will not do to take the mere judgment 
of any fallable man. He expresses an opinion 
predicated upon large experience. Iam willing | 
that that opinion shall be taken in its fullest 
extent; but still, if he were endowed with infinitely | 


THs. 


| 
1] 


more wisdom than he has, and all the experience 
upon the earth combined together in regard to the 


Indians, I would not be willing to hazard thelives | 


of Ametican citizens upon a mere opinion. We 
seek to make the thing safe as far as we can. 
We wish to send the commissioners in advance, 
with a small detachment. 
there will be no necessity for sending a military 
| force, and they can be disbanded with the slight 
expense which may have been incurred; but if the 


commissioners fail, we want something upon which | 


we can rely; we want some guarantee, some pro- 
tection for the lives ef the women and children 
who may be in danger. 
between the Senator and myself. 


The Senator alluded to aremark whichI made, | 


and which I made most respectfully, without in- 

tending any disrespect, that I thought he had not 
| touched the main question. Perhaps I could not 
see it, because of an obtuseness of perception on 
my part. 
| tor, to suppose it was so; but, sir, if he touched 
it, and I was not able to see that he did—if I am 


he will pardon my blindness. If 1 went under the 
question, the Senator will allow me to say, in the 
most complimentary terms, that in his eloquence 
/and sympathy for the Indians, instead of de- 
| scending to it, he went so far above it as to be 
| beyond the ken of ordinary perceptions. He was 
| as much above it as | may have been below it. 

The Senator says, why increase your army? 
| You have fourteen thousand now as the legal force; 
| but, according to the honorable Senator from Illi- 
| nois, eleven thousand of actual force. The hon- 
| orable Senator from Texas says you cannot keep 
| the fourteen thousand full, and, therefore, why at- 
| temptto raiseany otherregiments? Mr. President, 


give itup! You have ten regiments. The deficit 
| in the army occasioned by death, sickness, expi- 
ration of time, and desertion, amounts to an 
average of ten per cent. The Senator’s argument 
is, do not increase it to twenty, because you can 
not keep ten regiments up now. You would only 


| have the same deficit in the increased number of | 


| regiments. You have a deficit now of four thou- 
| sand in the legal force of fourteen thousand. In- 
| crease the number to eighteen thousand, and you 
will have the same proportion of deficit, so that 
| instead of having eleven thousand in actual ser- 
vice, you will have but fourteen thousand. There 
| is the difference—a very plain one to everybody. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I did not say it was neces- 
sary to send any troops. You may, if you please, 
not send five hundred. You need not send them 
unless to guard against accident. There is no 


| war, sir, to defend. There are no aggressions on || 
the part of the Indians. They have made no war. || 


| They intend not to make any other war than such 
| as may be necessary to repel the aggression of the 
whites. The war in California was made by out- 
_ laws, as has been reported by the accredited officer 
of the Government. They were outlaws, and no 
resistance was made by the Indians. On the line 
| from Fort Laramie, where all this mighty Jame 
_has burst up, it was an aggression upon the In- 
dians. No war was made by their bands. They 


them, so that the war is on our part; and as far 
as they have gone, it is a moderate measure of 
retaliation that they have meted out, when you 
| consider the disposition of the Indians. There 
is no war. It is a cry of war; but there is no 
| war. 
sooner than the army could, and they will give 
peace. 
mitted by the whites, and the Indians wished 
to approach Fort Laramie and make concessions, 
the officer there would not receive them, nor 
permit it to be done. That does not look like 
hostility on the part of the Indians. It looks like 
hostility on the part of the officers. The officers 
treat them like dogs; they offer every indignity to 
them; they spurn them like so many curs about 
their places, and will not let them come within 
| twenty miles of their garrisons. If an enemy is 
about to invade them, if a soldier has been kilied, 





any depredation done, or any combination is 
forming to steal horses or mules from the garrison, 
a friendly Indian will not dare to come to advertise 

the officer of it, and put him on his guard. It is 
| the incompetency of our officers, their ignorance 
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If they make peace | 


That is the difference || 


| am willing, in deference to the Sena- | 


| not able to see ‘* what is not to be seen’’—I hope | 


took no lives, but they took some property, as a || 
remuneration for the outrage committed upon | 


The commissioners could reach there much || 


After these aggressions had been com-- 
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| of the characters, necessities, and true interests of 


the Indians, that involves us in di 
ought to be instructed, or diapignal tk, shy 
dent of the United States, and competent m res}. 
wisdom and discretion, who have a re oat 
their honor, and the honor of the country” sh for 
be sent out. That will give us peace and eeeuriny 
and nothing else will give it. We eannot rity, 
| a frontier of five hundred, or a thousand a 
| thousand miles. Youcannot keepa line of sold - 
there. As I tell you, the forts in Texas ara 
| nouse. The Indians can penetrate to the “ 
board, and commit aggressions, and not a 
within twenty miles of a fort; so that it jg ; 
_fectly ridiculous. Establish commerce, i 
treaties, show the Indians that it is their interest 
| to maintain faith on their part, and to punish thei 
| outlaws, and, if you will punish yours, you will 
have as perfect harmony as there igs between 
Maryland and Virginia. 
The Senate adjourned. 

















HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 29, 1855. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
TheJournal of Saturday was read and approved, 


EXPEDITION IN SEARCH OF DR. KANpR, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com. 
munication received from the Hon. James Po). 
lock, Governor of the State of Pennsylvanis 
transmitting the copy of a preamble and resolu. 
| tion, adopted by the Legislature of that State, now 
| in session, entitled ** A resolution in favor of an 
| expedition to rescue Dr. Kane and thie crew of 
the Advance,” requesting that the same be |aid 
before the House of Representatives. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the communi. 
cation and resolution be referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. 
|| Mr. CHANDLER. I rise with a view of call. 
|| ing the attention of the House to the subject re. 
| ferred to in the resolution of the Legislature of the 
| State of Pennsylvania, and of asking the consent 
of the House that I may direct attention to the 
| joint resolution which is on the Speaker’s table, 
| from the Senate, with reference to an expedition 
_ for the rescue of Dr. Kane. 1 desirethat that joint 
| resolution may be read, and that I may be allowed 
| to offer a word of explanation; after which, | pre- 
| sume, nogentleman will oppose taking action upon 
|| it; and on the passage of such resolution I ask the 
| previous question. 
| The resolution indicated, was reported, as fol- 
lows: 


Senate resolution No. 33, respecting the Arctic expedition, 
commanded by Passed Assistant Surgeon E. K. Kane. 
Resolved, §c., That the Secretary of the Navy be, and heis 

hereby, authorized to provide and dispatch a suitable naval 
or other steamer, and, if necessary, a tender, to the Arctic 
| seas, for the purpose of rescuing or affording relief to Passed 
| Assistant Surgeon E. K. Kane, of the Unitad States Navy, 
and the officers and men under his command: Provided, 
| Such steamer and tender shall be officered and manned by 
| volunteers from the Navy, and others who may declare 
their willingness to be so engaged. 


| Mr. CHANDLER. 


Prayer 








I desire to offer a word of 

explanation 
r. FLORENCE. Oh, never mind; it is un- 

necessary, as everybody is in favor of the propo- 

| sition. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Of course; still, if allowed, 

I will offer an explanation to meet any single 

objection that may be made; and then I move the 

| previous question. . 

Mr. COBB. I desire to know whether this 

| subject is regularly before the House; and if not, 

I object to its introduction. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Coss] will allow me to make one 
word of explanation, I am sure he will not object. 

Mr. COBB. If 1 am allowed, I will make this 
brief statement: The Committee on Public Lands 
stand here ready to present reports and cannot 
do so, and they labor under the disadvantage of 
appearing to be careless in the discharge of their 
duty. Other committees are, every day, allowed 
to take precedence of the Committee on Public 
Lands and present their reports, whereas that 
committee has been trying for the last four weeks, 
and cannot get an opportunity of reporting. 

Mr. ORR. This matter is not a report from ® 
committee. I ask the gentleman from Alabama 
to withdraw his objection. 
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“Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the gentleman will 

do 80; and I promise that I will not occupy five 
utes of the ume of the House. 

othe SPEAKER. Has the gentleman from 

Alabama withdrawn his objection ? 


‘OBB. I have not. 
ue WARREN. | call forthe regular order of | 
business. | 


Mr CHANDLER. Then I move a suspen- || 
sion of the rules to admit action upon the resolu- | 


oeThe SPEAKER. There is already a motion || 


ending to suspend the rules, which will take pre- | 


cedence of the motion of the gentleman from Penn- |. 
eylvania. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to make a short || 
statement to the House. 

Mr. WARREN. I rose a moment ago to call | 
for the regular order of business, which | now do. |, 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 
ness will be the call for reports of a territorial 
character from the several standing committees. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, there are || 
a great many gentlemen here who have bills 
which they want to have introduced for the pur- | 

ose of reference. If these bills are deferred || 
ent and not introduced until a later period of 

the session, then they cannot get action upon 
them. 1 have felt, and I feel now, that by the || 
unanimous consent of the House—and for my || 
part | was willing to consent to it—one hour of || 
every morning should be appropriated for the dis- 
posal of business by suspending the rules, &c. 
{ propose now to appropriate ene hour for that 
purpose. . . i 

Mr. BOCOCK. Will the gentleman from Illi- 
nvis allow me one moment? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting. ) Is the prop- | 
esition of {he gentleman from Illinois agreed to? 

Cries of ** Yes!” ** Yes!’} 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House re- | 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, for the purpose of taking up 
the territorial business according to the order of 
the day. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The gentleman “from Illinois || 
[Mr. Ricuarpson] had the floor and was address- | 
ing the House in reference to the proposition which 
he had made. In that state of things, without his 
yielding the floor, I rose and asked him to let me 
say one word by way of explanation, and he did 
so. Now my colleague over the way, [Mr. 
Letcuer,] cannot get the floor from me or from 
the gentleman from Illinois, to make the motion 
which he has submitted. 





[Mr. Bocock] will recollect that the remarks made 


the Texas creditors’ bill. 


|| motion, and the House refused to go into the Com- | 


| consideration of the joint resolution for the relief | 
_of Dr. Kane? 


ness being calied for, reports connected with ter- | 


committees. 





by the gentleman from Illinois, and himself, were 


entirely out of order, and that the motion of the | 


gentleman from Virginia, his colleague, is in order, 
and as he demands the putting of his motion, the 
Chair, under the rule, feels bound to do it. 

_Mr. BOCOCK. I want to submit a proposi- 
tion in reference to the public business. 

[Cries of ** Question!’’ ** Question !’”] 

_ Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I desire to make an 
inquiry from the Chair on a point of order before 
that motion is put. I desire to ask the Chair this: 
If the House shall, for a few moments, refuse to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for the purpose of taking up the territorial 
business, will the motion which 
Monday, asking one day for the consideration of 
the Senate bill in reference to the Texas creditors, 
be in order? And after disposing of that, the 


on the state of the Union, for the purpose of trans- 
acting territorial business? 

The SPEAKER. In reply to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, the Chair states that, under the 
special order, it is the duty of the Chair first to 
call for reports of a territorial character from the 
committees; then—if there be any such—to dis- 
pose of bills of a territorial character on the 
Speaker’s table. That being done, and the House 
refusing to go into the Committee of the Whole 





Drought back to the original business of the morn- 
g. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


submitted last |! 


| way than by persisting to go into the Committee | 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union immedi- 


_ poned for one hour. 


consent of the House to take up the joint resolu- | 
tion for the relief of Dr. Kane, and I move to sus- | 


| pending to sus 
| teman from 
ouse can then go into Committee of the Whole || 


| House agree to dispense with action upon territo- | 


| up the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
| (Mr. Brecxinrwee. } 
TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Virginia || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, so || 


that I may get a vote upon the motion to suspend 
the rules, which I made last Monday, in regard to | 


Mr. CHANDLER. I am informed that my | 
friend from Alabama, (Mr. Coss,} who now un- | 
derstands the nature ot the bill | asked to be con- 
sidered, will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. COBB. ido not withdraw my objection 
upon any such ground; but | wish to have the 
resolution disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Lercuer] submits a motion that the 


House resoive itselt into the Committee of the || 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 


The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cuanper] appeals 
to the gentleman from Virginia to withdraw his | 


motion, in order that the House may take up the | 


joint resolution indicated by him some moments 


0. 
aa. LETCHER. I have been appealed to by 
gentlemen all around to withdraw my motion, but, 
{ think, we had better take up the business set | 
apart for to-day. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Is there objection to the | 


Mr. WARREN. 
of business. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 


I call for the regular order 


ritorial business are first in order from the standing 


* Mr. CHANDLER. Dol understand the gen- 


tleman ‘rom Arkansas [Mr. Warren] as object- || 
| ing to the introduction of the jointresolution indi- 


cated by me? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman as objecting. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Iam notremarkably 





| well versed in the rules, but I am advised by a 


friend who is, that the motion made by me last 
Monday, in reference to the Texas creditors’ bill, 
and which was entered on the Journal, is now in | 
order. 
The SPEAKER. 
as there is territorial business before the House. | 
Mr. HUNT. Would it not be in order, if the 


rial business for an hour? 
‘The SPEAKER. The House refuse to do) 
that; one objection being sufficient. 
Mr. HUNT. I hope that the House will take 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
pone the special order for one hour. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope that the House 
will agree to the motion made by the gentleman 
from ‘fennessee, [Mr. Jones,) for | am satisfied 


may dispose of more territorial business in that 
ately. 
The question was taken upon the motion; and 


the consideration of the special order was post- 


Mr. CHANDLER. I now ask the unanimous 


nd the rules for that purpose. 


I move to post- || 
|| and nays on the motion. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. [ insist upon the regular 
order of business. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move to suspend 


| the rules, then, for the purpose uf introducing the 


following resolution: 

Resolved, That Senate bill No. 96 be made the special 
order for the Sth day of February, and that debate in 
Comunittee of the Whole House on said bill, shall cease at 


three o’clock, p. m., on that day, if the committee shall not 
sooner come to a conclusion upon the same, and the com- 
mittee shall then proceed to vote upon such amendments 


as may be pending and offered to the same, and shail then 
report it to the House with such amendments as may have 
been made to it by the committee. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to amend the 
resolution by making the time for the special 
order the 6th, instead of the Sth day of Febru- 
ary which comes on Monday. 

he SPEAKER. The resolution is not yet 
before the House; but only a motion made by the 
gentleman from Kentucky to suspend the rules 
tor the purpose of introducing it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. At the suggestion 
of gentleman around me, | accept the modification 
Pa by the gentleman from California, and 

will make the time for the special order the 
6th day of February, instead of the 5th. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky, or the Chair, a question, whether 
under the resolution the bill proposed to be made 
the special order for one day, may not occupy a 

| week under the five-minute debate, to the exclu- 
sion of all other business? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have no doubt 
the House will dispose of it in one day, in some 

| form or other. 
| Phe question then being upon the suspension 
of the rules, 

Mr. SKELTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

| The question was then taken; and there were— 
ayes one hundred and six, noes not counted. 

So the rules were suspended. 


| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE moved the previous 


| question upon the adoption of the resolution; 
which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered. 


| The question was then taken; and the resolution 


|| was agreed to. 
[t cannot be in order so long || 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was adopted, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


| THE KANE EXPEDITION—AGAIN. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I nowask the unanimous 
| consent of the House to take up the joint resolu- 
tion from the Senate with reference to the relief of 
Dr. Kane. If there is any objection, | move a 
| suspension of the rules for that purpose. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the yeas 


| 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the rules were 


; || suspended. 
that we will economize time by so doing. We 


he Senate bill referred to was then taken up. 
and reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania and the House will remember that no 
| disposition has yet been made of the resolutions 
of the Pennsylvania Legisiature. If it be the 
pleasure of the House they will be referred and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOCOCK. It is not necessary to refer 
them. I move that they be laid upon the table 
and printed. 





The SPEAKER. There is a motion already | 
id the rules, made by the gen- | 


entucky, (Mr. Breckiwripce,] 
which is the first business in order. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I wish to offer a 
substitute for the resolution I proposed last Mon- 
day. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. Will my friend allow 


merely ? 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will have no ob- 


on the state of the Union, the House will be || jection, if the House consents to it. 





The SPEAKER. Some five or six gentlemen 


| have indicated their purpose to report bills for ref- | 
I hope the House || erence. 


is it the pleasure of the House that re- 


will, for fifteen minutes, refuse to go into the Com- | ports should be made at this time? 


I will state to the House, that if the motion | 
| to suspend the rules is agreed to, I will call the 

| previous question, and we will then be able to dis- | 
| pose of the matter in a few minutes. 


me to report a bill for the purpose of reference | 


| The motion was agreed to. 

| Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, [ am sure 
that if I could be allowed a hearing, simply by 
way of explanation, this House would at once 
adopt the joint resolution. Especially when I 
state that the Legislatures of three States have 
asked for its adoption, and that two committees 
of this House, that of the Navy and that on Com- 
merce, are r>ady to report in its favor; and more 
especially when I state distinctly that it is not a 
plan to add another link to an interminable chain 
of exploring expeditions. And as there is agreat 
and most natural impatience to proceed to other 
business, I promise to call the previous question 
upon the passage of the joint resolution, so as to 
give the House an opportunity to vote one way 
or other on the question. [, of course, have no 
doubt which way they will vote. 

|| All know the origin of this expedition, and the 

|| object of its repetition. The vessel is supplied 
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gratuitously by Mr. Grinnell, of New York; is 
commanded by Dr. Kane, of the United States 
Navy, and the crew is principally supplied from 
the naval service of the United States. Mr. 
George Peabody, a generous-hearted, true Ameri- 


can, residing in London, contributed $10,000 || 


towards the expenses of the expedition. Dr. 
Kane bears with him direct instructions from the 
Secretary of State, and letters have been trans- 
mitted to the Danish and other Governments 
having possessions in the direction of Smith’s 
Sound, requesting directions to their officers to 


render all assistance to Dr. Kane’s expedition, as | 


to a national vessel of this Government. 

Dr. Kane’s{instructions were to proceed directly 
to that point, which constituted the ultima thule 
of his former voyage, and, securing his vessel, to | 


take boats, sledges, &c., and by the direction of | 


Esquimaux and others, to press onward as far 
north as possible, being careful to return to spend 


the darkness of the winters of 1853 and 1854 in the | 


brig; then, in the spring of 1854, to push oy to 
the north of places he had previously reached, and | 
when he had deposited provisions, to return back 
to the vessel at the close of the summer of 1854; 
and having accomplished this, he was to return | 
directly home. 
The last letter received from Dr. Kane was 
written 23d July, 1853. He was then at what | 
sailors call ‘* the jumping-off-place,’’ the utmost | 
extent of the Danish settlement, or Greenland. | 
He and his crew were in excellent health, and all | 


full of hopes of accomplishing a great result. At || 


that time, two hundred and sixteen icebergs were | 


seen floating about; these all indicated a very open | 


state of the Sound above them, and, of course, || 


fair hopes of an easy passage from Baffin’s Bay, 
through Smith’s Sound, into the Polar Sea. This 
expectation, expressed by Dr. Kane, has been 
fully sustained by the returned British ships and | 


the whalers from that region, who speak of 1853 || 


as a remarkably open season. If gentlemen have | 
recently looked at the map of that part of the 
world, they will recollect that Smith’s Sound, or, 
rath*r, Smith’s Straits, forms a narrow passage | 
of about twenty-five miles in width, through which 
the Arctic and Baffin’s Bay, and, by the latter, | 
the Atlantic communicate together. The inten- 
tion, then, was for Dr. Kane to take his brig, as, 
of course, he did, through Smith’s Sound during 
the eummer of 1853, and secure her under the lea 
of some promontory at the entrance of the Arctic | 
Sea, on the east side of the sea and the south side 
of the promontory, if possible; and then, as | 
have previously remarked, proceed by sledges, 
boats, &c., &c., northerly, and, on reaching his 
ship, he was to return, in the summer, through 
— Sound to Baffin’s Bay, the Atlantic, and 
ome. 

But, it will be recollected that the winter of | 
1853-4 was one of the most rigorous ever known. 
Nothing on record exceeds the weather which was 
experienced in the high northern latitudes. Such | 
is the testimony of the English expedition, such 
the statement of all who have been into Baffin’s 
Bay since 1853. The whalers have been wholly 
unable to reach their ordinary cruising grounds. 
Thirty out of fifty of these whalers returned with- 
out any oil, and most of the others succeeded in 
taking merely enough oil to supply their binnacle 
lamps. The result of the excessive cold has been 
the entire blocking up of Smith’s Sound. The 
south winds blew up into its southern side the 
floating ice, and the north wind piled on top of 
that accumulation the floating debris of the Arctic. 
So that we fully understand that Smith’s Sound, 
through which Dr. Kane passed, in thesummer of 
1853, northward, to make his harbor on the south- 
eastern side of the Polar Sea, was one impenetra- 
ble ice field during the summer of 1854. 

Smith’s Soand has been opened only three times 
within the memory of man, and the severity of 
the winter past, leads to no hope that it will be 
open in the summer of 1855. The ice forms a 
omeneey impassable barrier to his return. It 
would be impossible to get through it, and no effort 
that he could make would be sufficient to save 
himself and his companions, without taking his 
vessel around through Smith’s Sound, or else to 
have another vessel meet him at the head of Baffin’s 
Bay, or the southeastern part of Smith’s Sound. 
The provisions which Dr. Kane took out, were 
only sufficient to supply the party up to mid-sum- | 
mer, 1855, and that with the utmost economy in | 

















‘its use, and long dependence upon seals, bears, 
reindeer, foxes, and fowl. Beyond the middle of 


September, 1855, every soul of that expedition | 
must perish ot starvation, unless relieved by some | 


vessel sent to them. 
I am aware that many persons will say, “If 


Dr. Kane went after Sir John Franklin, and now | 
|| another expedition is to go after Dr. Kane, who | 
shall say that another may not be asked for to | 


look after that which we desire to have sent?’’ 
|The thought is natural. But care has been taken 
in that regard. 

Sir John Franklin either mistook or neglected 


the orders which he received, to place signals and | 


monuments at his various places of landing, and 
| wherever he made a rest; and, also, at given 
points, so that, whatever might happen to him, 


| made public. He seemed to have placed few or 
none such, and hence the utter fruitlessness of 
search. Nothing of Sir John Franklin is found 
but his bones and a few articles of his personal 
property. He died, and made no sign; or, if he left 
_any monuments to indicate and secure a record, 


|| they were not so conspicuous as to be discovered 


| by others. 
| Dr. Kane, aware of this, and made fully sensible 


|| of the importance of such a course, made all —— 


| arrangements; so that, should he be sought, the 
track, till the last mile of his onward voyage, or 
| the last moment of his effort, should be distinctly 
_ made known. 

The following is Dr. Kane’s plan of procedure: 

** On reaching the highest navigable point on the eastern 
side of Smith’s Sound—and by navigable I mean wherever, 
by utmost effort, our brig can be urged—we seek a harbor in 
| some indented cape, if possible, projecting into the channed 
| and opening to the south and west. Such, both by theory 


|| and experience, | deem best suited fora good protection 


and an early liberation from the ice. 

‘¢ Tell father, for I know that he jots down upon his 
chart every clue to my whereabouts, that I will be disap- 
| pointed if [do not winter north of Cape Hasherton, and 


|| that at Cape Alexander or Cape Hasherton, I will deposit 


| my cairn and boat, for retreat. If I have to be sought for, 
let parties reach one, or other, or both of these points, and 
then divide into sledge and boat expeditions, which should 
follow separately the sea-coast lines of Ellesmore and 
Prudhoe’s Islands. Somewhere upon these will be found 
information or traces of my movements, and my point of 
boat debarkation, should I meet an open water, will be 
designated. 

‘““iMiy preference will be to the eastern side of all water 


|| courses, or the western coasts of all northerly trading 


lands. 

‘* Glass jars will be used for the deposit of papers. One 
| in the center of cairn, one foot from base; the other ten 
feet from said center due north—true, and not magnetic. 
This north will be further indicated by the traces of a fire— 
a little anthracite coal cinder—or even three stones placed 
in a line twenty feet from the center of the cairn, and so in 
our computed meridian as to serve as a pointer or index of 
the seat of the deposit at ten feet distance. This deposit 
will not exceed in depth one foot, and a stratum of stones 


{| will, if possible, be placed six inches below. Even the 


slight depth will require a pick ax; we will not have time 


|| for the three feet holes of our English friends.”’ 


You will see, then, that any expedition now to 
be sent, will only have to proc to the head of 
| Baffin’s Bay. If Smith’s Sound is open, it may 





|| pass up into the edge of the Polar Sea, and then 


| reach the vessel of Dr. Kane. All the plans of 
| Dr. Kane lead to the full conclusion that he re- 


‘| turned to his vessel in September, 1854, with a 


| view of escaping into Baffin’s Bay as soon as the 
| ice should open. He then would, of course, remain 
on board during the winter of 1854 and 1855, as 
he had done during the winter of 1853 and 1854. 
When Dr. Kane left home, he made, to his father 
and friends, something like the following remark 
and suggestion: Do not be alarmed atevery rumor, 
nor ata delay of one year; but if I am notathome 
at the close of the season of 1854, then you may 
ask Congress to look for me and my men. And 
| having thus made these arrangements, which would 
lead him to hope for succor, he will, of course, 
await it; and when the rescuing vessel shall ar- 
rive, its commander will find outside, and beiow 
the Sound, the indication of Dr. Kane’s where- 
abouts—some carn, some deposited glass vessel, 
or, more probably, the American flag flying, and a 
ard encamped at the flag-staff. This isthe only 
ope of salvation to the gallant officer and his 
icked crew. The British vessels were withdrawn 
ast June, so that Smith’s Sound and its vicipity 
are wholly unvisited, wholly provisionless. 

Mr. Speaker, this expedition bears with it a 
national character, most of the men belong to the 
national service, and the report of its command- 
ing officer must, by order, be made to the Navy 


his discovery, accidents, and suffering, should be | 





| 
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Department. It is eminently due, Sle saa oer 
service, that we send a proper vessel to reli the a 


leve for th 

men. the saad 
But, Mr. Speaker, these men are Ameri from 
our brethren, with all our privileges, ali nr — Th 


pathies; shall they vainiy expect relief > S 
that [ should be doing infusties tp ha mend feel 
this House, were I to urge it further. | dean of M 


say, however, that Dr. Kane is one of ease ° cons 
men who present themselves for usefulness prev! 
admiration in channels that few navigate a a firs 
life has been one of peril and enterprises, of , b the ( 
daring and patriotic devotion. He did, isha? mom <A 


volunteer in this glorious work, and when fy; ©": 
were wanting, poured in every dollar of . 
savings in life, and then went forth and lectured 
to obtain some more. He goes without ho 
reward; shall he stay without hope of rence} 
And, Mr. Speaker, every man in that ye, 
has claim upon our regard and our assistanes Ben 
They are doing honor to the nation. Let then 


ser 
= 


end ‘ gall ws 
have spoken for my gallant, generous- . 
weusena, teal know that ss help are - 
would be spurned that was not, also, fo; rv Art 
humblest man on board. I speak for him with, ~ 
out forgetting that there are at his home th | ill 
tient father, the anxious mother, and the loy; = UP 
indred—their sorrows and their anxiety are yp, = 
obtrusive—but not a father here will be unming. 
ful of that relation, and rejoice that patriotism ang | _ = 
— consent to the indulgence of human sym | be; 
athy. ; 
I feel assured, Mr. Speaker, that if, instead of = 
a band of warm-hearted, noble-minded Americans | hi 
now suffering in that little vessel, hundreds of mily fe! 
from all habitable land, the sufferers were a banj a 
of convicts escaped from some penal colony, the 
spirit of humanity always manifested in this Cop. | ¥ 
gress would release them from their distressing | | pa 
osition. So much would be due to true beneyp. | * 
ence. We, then, cannot beastonished at the action 
of the Senate on those resolutions; and no onecan of 
be surprised at the alacrity of this House to vor | 2 
at once a hearty concurrence in the action of th rt 
Senate. ne 
I call the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded; and th m 
main questioh was ordered to be now put. 
The main question being ‘Shall the resolution 
be read a third time?’’ was put; and decided i: Ir 
the affirmative. le 
The resolution was subsequently read a thir ti 
time, and passed. Bi 
Mr. CHANDLER moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was passed, and | 7 ) 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which | 7 j, 
latter motion was agreed to. a. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. y 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask the unanimow | a 
consent of the House to report some bills, forthe | 7 * 
purpose of reference only. ee 
r. JONES, of Tennessee. Unanimous consent I 
is asked to report bills. I shall not object to any 
bills offered in that way, with this understanding, 


that none of them are to be brought back and pul | 7 
upon their ere 7° motion to reconsider. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. Not by me. J 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would remark, | 7 


that if such should be the understanding, we cat, | 
in twenty minutes, run off every bill in the Hous. | 7! 
The Chair will so understand it, if there be n0 ' 
objection. j 
o objection was made. 

The following bills, introduced by Mr. Mc 
DoveaLt, were then read a first and second time 
by their titles, and referred as indicated below: 

A bill releasing tu the city of San Francisco 
certain Pueblo lands, in pursuance of the decree 
of confirmation of the commissioners to ascertaia 
and settle private land claims in the State of Call- 
fornia. Referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

A bill to providean express mail overland, from 
St. Louis to San Francisco. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


THOMAS MARSTON TAYLOR. _ 
Mr. WALLEY. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I desire to make a report from a committee | — 


' 


of conference. 

The SPEAKER. That is in order. 

Mr. WALLEY, from the committee of con- 
ference on the part of the House, upon the dis- 
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agreeing votes of the two Houses upon the bill | 


lief of Thomas Marston Taylor, made a 
pon te which it appears that the Senate recede | 
on their disagreement. 

The report was then agreed to. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 
AYLOR, of Tennessee, by unanimous | 

or a ead the following bill, of which | 

evious notice had been given; which was read 
Peet and second time by its title, and referred to | 
as Committee on the Judiciary: are 

4 bill to establish a uniform rule of naturaliza- || 
tion, and to repeal certain acts heretofore passed | 
on that subject, and for other purposes. 


HON. WILLIAM B. W. DENT. 


Mr. HILLYER. I hope the House will in- | 
dulge me one moment in making a personal ex- | 
lanation. Two weeks ago, the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania {Mr. Dawson] had the floor, and | 


ener ncn 
oo 


consent, 





3 called for the regular order of business, but, at my | 


request and solicitation, he permitted me to intro- | 
duce a resolution authorizing the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to pay to the Hon. Mr. Dent, of Georgia, | 
now absent from the House, in consequence of | 
il] health, his mileage and per diem. e did so | 
upon the assurance that the resolution I proposed 
to introduce would consume but a moment of the | 
time of the House. However, upon its being in- | 
troduced, some question arose, and the yeas and | 
nays being called for and ordered, and more time | 
being consumed than I supposed would have | 
been, the gentleman from Pennsylvania requested | 
and urged me to withdraw the resolution. _As 
his courtesy had permitted me to introduce it, I | 
felt bound to withdraw it, and didso. J now ask | 
the unanimous consent to introduce the resolu- | 
tion 1 now send to the Clerk’s table: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to 
pay Mr. W. B. W. Dent, who is confined at home by sick- 
ness, his mileage and per deem for the present session. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to the introduction | 
of that resolution. 

Mr. HILLYER. I move a suspension of the 
rules of the House for the purpose | have indi- | 


cated. 

Mr. LETCHER. And on that motion I de- | 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. PRATT. I should like to ask the gentle- | 
man from Georgia one question. Did Mr. Dent 
leave his home during this sessior or at any | 
time before its commencement, to come to Wash- 
ington, with a view of taking his seat? 

Mr. HILLYER. I have been informed that 
Mr. Denr did leave his home to. come to Wash- 
ington, but that on his way he was taken sick, 
and was unable to proceed further. I cannot 
vouch for this fact of my own knowledge. m | 
sure, however, that his health is so bad as to pre- | 
vent his coming here and engaging in the trans- | 
action of the public business. Such is the fact 
beyond all question. 

The question was put on the adoption of the | 
resolution; and on a division there were—ayes 
Bix! y-five-—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Indiana, and WHeever were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was | 
rejected—the tellers having reported ayes sixty- 
nine—less than two thirds of a quorum. 


NAVAL BILLS. 


Mr. BOCOCK. [ask the unanimous consent | 
of the House to introduce the following resolu- 





Resolved, That Thursday, the lst, Friday, the 2d, and 
Saturday, the 3d day of February next, be set apart for the 
consideration of bills of a public character, which have | 


been, or may be, reported from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the introduction 
of the resolution. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move a suspension of the 
rules, for the purpor- which I have indicated. 1 
am fully convinced . .«, unless something of the 
sort proposed be done, the bills acted on by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs will remain uncon- | 
sidered during this session. The business is im- | 
poe and urgent, and I hope the resolution will | 

e adopted. I demand tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were appointed; and Messrs. Grey and 
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Mr. BOCOCK. At the suggestion of some 


members, | shall modify my resolution so as to 
strike out Friday, which is objection day for pri- 
vate bills. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 


rejected—the tellers having reported—ayes forty- | 


six, less than two thirds of a quorum. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, of Michigan, it 
was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from | 
the files of the House of the petitions and papers of Am- 
brose Rappelie and Mr. Castello, in order that they may be 
referred to committees of the Senate. 


HEIRS OF WILLIAM VAN WART. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported back Senate bill 


(No. 346) for the relief of the heirs-at-law of Wil- | sialon my objection. 


liam Van Wart, deceased, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


CORRECTION. 
Mr. CURTIS. I rise to a privileged question. 
Last Saturday, when the question was on the 
passage of the French spoliation bill, I voted in 


the affirmative, but [do not find my name upon the || 


record. I ask that it may be placed there. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SINGLETON, by unanimous consent, | 


introduced a bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, as follows, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means: 

A bill for the benefit of the Post Office Depart- 
ment and the Mississippi Central railroad. 
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course with the East is of primary importance tothe people 
of the United States, and it is the duty of our Government 
to promote this object by taking measures for further treaty 
stipulations, with a view to a more general extension to our 
trade of the ports of Japan and China,and to stimulate 
freer commercial intercourse with those nations. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I object to the introduction 
of that resolution. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. i move to suspend the 
rules, to enable me to introduce it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the mover of that resolution, that he allow it to 
go to the Committee on Foreign Affairs for their 
consideration, and allow them to bring it up in 


|| the House after their examination. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. I stated in the outset 


| that I desired only to introduce the resolution for 


reference. 
Mr. ENGLISH. With that understanding, I 


The resolution was then received and referred. 
EXTRA COMPENSATION TO CENSUS CLERKS. 


Mr. ORR. I ask the tnanimous consent of 
the House to take up from the Speaker’s table 
Senate resolution No. 30, for the relief of some 
poor clerks. The whole amount involved will 
not exceed $1,800. 

The resolution was read by its title, as follows: 

Joint resolution relative to the construction of 
the laws for the allowance of additional compen- 
sation of clerks in the Census Bureau. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. ORR. Will the House indulge me in an 


| explanation of one minute? 


The SPEAKER. With the consent of the || 


House, the Chair will make a suggestion, which, 
if adopted, he is sure, will do away with the strug- 
gle now going on between members to get the 
floor. It is, that all bills for reference merely, be 
now received. The reception will not consume 
more than ten minutes of the time of the body. Is 
that the understanding ? 

Mr. WARREN. 
es have a resolution which I desire to 
offer. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair does not 
make any proposition. 


The bill was referred to the Committee of Ways | 


and Means. 


Mr. HENN. I rise to a point of order. I un- 
derstand that no business is in order except the 
introduction of bills for reference. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not so under- 
stand it. 

Mr. HENN. Then I object to further proceed- 
ings of this kind, and call for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Phe regular order of busi- 


ness is motions to suspend the rules; and this kind | 


of proceedings are, therefore, in order. 


VERIFICATION OF FOREIGN INVOICES. 

Mr. RUFFIN. 
lution for reference only. 

Mr. MURRAY. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I desire to make a report from the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from New York cannot take the floor 
from the gentleman from North Carolina for any 
such purpose. 

Mr. RUFFIN. It will only take a moment to 
dispose of my resolution. The resolution I pro- 
pose is in the following words: 

Resolved, That the committee be instructed to inquire 
what further legislation, if any, is necessary to prevent 
fraud in the verification of foreign invoices. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
received and adopted. 


COMMERCE WITH JAPAN. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. I ask the unanimous con- 


purpose of reference. It is as follows: 


Resolved, 1 That the recent naval expedition to Japan, 
which resulted in the,treaty concluded on the 3lst March last 
with that Empire, is one of great value in its conseqyences 
to the commercial interests of the country; and the dis- 


tinguished officer in command, Commodore M. C. Perry, 


who successfully conducted the negotiation, is entitled to 
the thanks of Congress. 
2, That the further extension of our commercial inter- 


The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to a!low the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina to make a speech one minutelong? [Laugh- 
ter.] 

There being no objection, 

Mr. ORR proceeded. The clerks now em- 


| ployed in the Census Bureau have been receiving 


a compensation only at the rate of $1,000 per 


} annum since the Ist of July last, owing to the 


interpretation which has been given to the civil 
and diplomatic bill of last year. This will give 


|| them only some $400 each. They are all picked 
Before that proposition is | 


clerks, and the books we have received show the 


|| industry with which they have pursued their 
| work. 


I move to suspend the rules for the pur- 
pose of taking up the resolution. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The civil and diplomatic 
bill contains every dollar estimated for by the De- 
| partment for theseclerks. There is no provision 
| there cutting off anything from the compensation 
of the census clerks. It is in pursuance of the 
| estimates of the Department. 
Mr. ORR. There is a provision in the civil 


‘| and diplomatic bill cutting off these census clerks 


| from their extra compensation after the Ist of 
| July last. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. It was in accordance with 
| the recommendation of the Department. 
Mr.ORR. Exactly; but this resolution is to 
| remedy a defect in that recommendation. 


|| _ The question being upon the motion to suspend 
: || the rules, 
I beg leave to submit a reso- | 


Mr. ORR demanded tellers; and they were or- 


|| dered; and Messrs. Epmunpson and PennincTon 


j 
{ 
| 


sent of the House to introduce a resolution for the | 


l 


were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes ninety, a further count not being de- 
| manded. 
| So the rules were suspended, and the joint res- 
olution taken up. 
The resolution was read in ertenso. It provides 
| that the act ‘‘ making appropriations for the civil 
| and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 

the year ending the 30th of Jane, 1855. and for 
| other purposes,’’ approved Auguat 4, 1854, be so 
| construed as to extend to the clerks employed in 
| the Census Office the same additional compensation 
| as was granted under the act approved April 22, 
1854. 

Mr. ORR. ‘The act of April, 1854, alluded to 
in that resolution, increased the compensation of 
the clerks in the Departments generally. It pro- 
vided, however, that it should terminate on the 
| 3lst of June, so far as the clerks in the Census 

Bureau were concerned. It was supposed at that 
| time that the work would be completed, but it 
| was not, and the clerks were continued at the rae 
of $1,000 per annum, under the provisions of a 
former act of Congress, and they were paid out 
of an unexpended balance for the benefit of the 
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ber. 
tional compensation of some $400 each. 

] will state further, for the benefit of the House, 
that the Superintendent of the Census has resigned 
his position. He resigned, I think, about the 
Ist of December, and gentlemen who have an 
apprehension that the Census is to become a per- 
manent fixture upon the Government, may have 
those apprehensions removed at once. I move the 
previous question upon the passage of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina, before he calls the previous ques- 


Census, from the Ist of July to the Ist of Decem- | for the payment of an amount which, I think, is 
This bill proposes to give them an addi- | justly due to Mr. Ingersoll. The House will 


tion, to allow me to offer an amendment to the | 
joint resolution, so as to embrace the clerks in the | 
State Department. They have been omitted in all | 


the acts to which he has referred. They have 
never had any advantage from those acts of which 
other clerks have received the benefit. 

Mr. ORR. I should be glad to accommodate 


the zentleman from Pennsylvania, but I could not | 


in good faith, allow an amendment to come in now, 
of which the House was not advertised when the 
vote was taken to suspend the rules. I must, 
therefore, insist on the demand for the previous 
question. 

The previous question received a second; and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 





probably remember, that, in the Twenty-Sixth 
Congress, there was a very protracted dispute, 


growing out of the New Jersey contested election. | 


At the same time there was a contest pending 
between Mr. Ingersoll and Mr. Naylor from the 
State of Pennsylvania. Owing to the great im- 
portance of, and the great interest felt in referenee 
to the New Jersey contest, the Pennsylvania con- 
test was deferred and delayed until it was settled. 

Mr. Ingersoll came here, commissioned by the 
Governor of Pennsylvania; Mr. Naylorcame here, 
with the certificate of the judges of election, which 
grew out of a peculiar statute in the State of Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. Naylor took the oath, and was 
admitted to a seat upon this floor. Subsequent 
to that time, a few days afterwards, Mr. Charles 
J. Ingersoll contested his seat. , 

Now, [ hold it to be a sound principle, that 
whenever a member comes here commissioned 
by the State, he ought to receive compensation, 
whether he is allowed to take a seat upon this 
floor or not. i do not believe that any member of 
this House can assign any good reason why a 
person coming here, with a commission in his 


| hand, if his claim to a seat is rejected, should 


The joint resolution was then ordered toathird | 


reading, and was subsequently read a third time, 
and passed. : 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONTESTED ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. SEWARD. I ask the consent of the 
House to introduce a resolution, accompanied by 
a brief report from the Committee on Elections, to 
provide for the payment of Mr. Ingersoll, an ex- 
meniber of Congress, for services in the Twenty- 
Sixth Congress. I hope the resolution will be 
read for information, in order that the House may 
understand the merits of the claim. 

Mr. OLDS. 
with it? 

Mr. SEWARD. To have it passed. 

Mr.OLDS. Not now? 

Mr. SEWARD. | am going to try. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House payto Charles J. | 


Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, out of the contingent fund, the 
same per diem and mileage as is allowed to meimbers of 
Congress, computing the same from the commencement of 
the Twenty-Sixth Congress to the 0th day of July, 1840, 


inclusive, for contesting the seat between him and Charles |! 


Naylor, that being the day on which the case was decided. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
Mr. SEWARD. Then | move to suspend the 

rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. 


I ask for the yeas 


this matter. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
does it not go over? 

The SPEAKER, Certainly it does. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not desire to debate it, 
unless the House is willing to heara brief expla- 
nation, 

Mr. LETCHER. It was debated last session, 
and the session before, and the session before that. 

The SPEAKER. In cases where the States 


are regularly called for resolutions, the rule to || jg of great consequence to the country to have | 


which the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Lercuer] 
refers would operate, and the resolution would go 


osition now before the House, is to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of introducing the resolution. 
The resolution is not yet before the body. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have not troubled the) 
House much this session, and | hope | shall be 
allowed to make a brief explanation connected | 
with this matter. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the | 
House that the gentleman from Georgia be al- 


I ask the consent of the | motion; and (two thirds not voting in favor there- | 


House to make a brief explanation in reference to | 


I object to that resolution. | 


| two. 


not be entitled to pay. No man of sense, being 
clothed with that authority, would stay at home, 
and not come here and contest his right to a seat. 

A Memoer. Pay has always been allowed in 
such cases. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
practice may have been. I do not know of any 
settled precedents in politics, legislation, or any- 


| thing else just now. The whole country is per- 
| fectly at sea. 
| right. 
|| here. 


But I go upon the principles of 
It was the duty of Mr. Ingersoll to come 
He owed it to the district that elected him, 
or that cast its vote for him. It was his duty, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


[ do not know what the | 


under the Constitution, to come here, and if, unfor- | 


tunately, the House decided against him, either | 


by the force of party power, or from any other 


consideration, and excluded him from a seat, it is | 


unjust to refuse to pay him. 


Having said thus much, if the House is not | 


Shehiont..gen .geing to de | willing to pay him, I shall not feel aggrieved. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


| 
| 


I desire, with the | 


permission of the House, to say just a word or | 


decides a contest for aseat upon this floor, should 


My own opinion is, that the House which | 


decide, also, whether the contestant shall be paid | 


or not. He should not be paid by a subsequent 
House. For one,I never voteto pay a contestant 
unless he establishes his right to a seat, or that the 
sitting member is not entitled to the seat which he 
occupies. 


The question now being upon the suspension of | 


the rules, 


Mr. DAWSON demanded the yeas and nays. | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
already been refused. . 
The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 


They have | 


| been refused by the House. 





lowed to make a brief explanation? 
No objection was made. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. Speaker, the resolution | want to see if one committee is going to have pre- 


The question was then taken on Mr. Sewarp’s | 


| of) the rules were not suspended. 


a || BUSINESS OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
If the resolution is debated, | 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I send a reso- | 
lution to the Clerk’s desk, which I have been | 
instructed to offer by the Committee on the Judi- | 


|, clary, and if there is any objection to it, I shall 


move to suspend the rules. 
1 will state, with the permission of the House, | 
that many important matters have been placed in 


| the hands of the Judiciary Committee, which, we 


| 


_ taken up and acted on. 





| Tavtor of Tennessee, were appointed. 


over if debate should ariee upon it. But the prop- | in offering the resolution, and I hope there will be 


think, could be disposed of in a day, and which it 
1 amonly doing my duty | 


no objection to it. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the 7h day of February next be set apart | 
for the consideration of business of a public character report- 
ed, or to be reported, by the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the resolution. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I move to suspend the | 
rules. 

Mr. BLISS. I ask for tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Oxps, and 


Mr. HENN. 





I call for the yeas and nays. I | 


which I desire to introduce, is intended to provide || cedence over another in this House. 








January 29, 


| The yeos and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the 
ported—ayes 100, noes 24, 
So the rules of the House were suspended 


BUSINESS OF THE NAVAL COMMITTEE 


| Mr. BOCOCK. Mr. Speaker, I a 
| cused from further datien on the Comme 
Naval Affairs of this House; and I want to s - 
| very briefly, the reasonwhy 1 do so. The ot 
| mittee on Naval Affairs some time ago in 08 
| session, matured several important bills to < 
eee tothe House. The whole of the Session . 
| however, was employed in the discussion of othe, 
|| matters; and although some of the features t 
| these bills were added to the naval appropriatio, 
|| bill, while it was under consideration here ther 
were ruled to be out of order. Gentlemen ee all 
sides of the House told us then, ‘ This is not th 
time, nor is it the place, for the consideration of 
|| these questions.”” We were promised by various 
| gentlemen—among others, by thegentleman from 
Alabama, I think, [Mr. Hovuston]—that, at the 
| proper time, and under proper circumstances, the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs should have a hearine 
for the business which they had prepared with 
| great care and great labor. This session of Cop. 
gress has come, and it has gone to this point 
| During its progress, from its opening until now. 
what has the House done? It has set apart and 
consumed a considerable length of time in the dis. 
cussion of the Pacific railroad bill, which has 
resulted in nothing. We had submitted this 
| morning, by the honorable gentleman from Ken. 
tucky, Mr BrecKINRIDGE,] & proposition to get 
apart a particular day for the consideration of 
what I consider to be in the nature of a private 
bill—the bill to pay the Texas creditors. We 
have particular days set apart for the consideration 
of territorial business. Under these circumstances 
I submitted, this morning, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, a proposition to appropriate two 
days for the consideration of important business 
of this committee—business of the highest import. 
ance; business which the Departments have been 
urging upon the attention of Congress; business 
which the whole country is calling for action upon 
‘at the hands of this Congress. When I submitted 
the proposition it was voted down. The gentle. 
man from Tennessee (Mr. Sranron] subse- 
quently came forward and asked to have a partic- 
ular day set apart for the consideration of business 
of the Judiciary Committee. Immediately after 
the rejection of the proposition to set apart time 
for the consideration of business of the Naval 
Committee, the proposition of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, for a similar object, is agreed to. It 
seems to me, therefore, to be entirely unnecessary, 
Mie Speaker, that the Committee on Naval 
Affairs should mature any further business. At 
any rate, it seems to me to be entirely improper 
that |, who haveasked this favor from the House, 
and been refused it, should continue longer in the 
osition which [ occupy on the Committee on 
aval Affairs. I ask, therefore, to be excuse 
from further service upon it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I submit 4 
question of order, whether, after the suspension 
of the rules, the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia is of such a privileged character as that 
it would be in order at this time? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to another ques- 
tion of order. The time appropriated for terri- 
torial business has now, I believe, arrived. 

Mr. STANTON. The rules have been sus- 
pended. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. OLDS. I rise to a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that, ac- 
cording to the practice of the House since he has 
served in this body, a gentleman is allowed at any 
time to ask to be excused from serving on a com- 
mittee. It is a convenient rule, at least; and, in 
the opinion of the Chair, it iscourteous and proper 
that the question should be put whether the gen- 
tleman from Virginia will be excused. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. If thatis the question before 
the House, would it be in order to make a remark 
on the subject as to whether the House should ex- 
cuse the gentleman from serving on the Committee 
on Naval Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. That debate, then, must be 
a very limited one. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It will be, sir, so far as I 
am concerned. 


| 
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